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which is underway concurrently, and the Resource 
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Hurunui District Council

INTRODUCTION
Sustainability is a key ideal of the Local Government 
Act 2002.  Section 14(1) of this act sets out the following 
requirements:

(h) in taking a sustainable development approach, a local 
authority should take into account— 
	 (i) the social, economic, and cultural well- 
	 being of people and communities; and	  
	 (ii) the need to maintain and enhance 		
the quality of the environment; and	  
	 (iii) the reasonably foreseeable needs of 			 
future generations.

These factors are of relevance to most Council policies 
and activities, and, where appropriate, we will explicitly 
address the ideal of sustainability in relation to these.  

They also tie in with some major climate change issues 
that merit some discussion here.  The Council is mindful 
of trends in these areas, and will aim for compliance 
with any central government initiatives, but the District 
has long been subject to adverse weather events, and the 
Council does not see climate change as a matter of top 
priority. 

THIS PLAN AND OTHER COUNCIL INITIATIVES
Sustainability issues are discussed throughout the Groups 
of Council Activities chapter of this plan, especially in 
the introduction, where they are explicitly addressed 
in a section considering the “significant negative effects 
and sustainability” of Council activities.  In the Policies 
section of this plan, the topic of sustainability is raised in 
the Significance Policy, in which the current and future 
wellness of the Community is taken into consideration in 
determining whether or not any issue is significant.  It is 
also raised in the Revenue & Financing policy, in which 
the sustainability of the means of funding each Council 
service is considered.

“Environmental Responsibility” is one of the key 
community outcomes identified by the people of the 
Hurunui District for the purposes of this plan, and the 
Council will be monitoring this and working towards it 
where appropriate.  The Council will, for instance, look 
to review its purchasing policies to bring these, wherever 
it is reasonable to do so, into accord with the principles 
of environmental sustainability.  It has also incorporated 
an “environmental wellbeing” dimension into the vision 
of “Hurunui Wellness” that forms part of the framework 
for this plan.  Other initiatives include the Council’s 
Biodiversity Strategy, which was adopted on 28 August 
2008, the Regional Forest and Coastal Parks, and the 
Walking and Cycling Strategy, which was adopted on 30 
April 2009.

CLIMATE CHANGE
A “once in 50 year flood” on 30/31 July and a “once in 
25 year flood” on 26 August 2008 caused considerable 
devastation, with widespread damage to roads, fences, 
floodgates and tracks.  This was compounded by the fact 
that the floods came not long after a major drought, due to 
which many farmers were already struggling financially.  
The Ministry for the Environment warns us to expect an 
increase in the frequency of such extreme weather events, 
and compounding factors such as rising sea levels, due 
to “climate change” brought about by “human activity 
increasing the natural level of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere”.

This is a controversial topic, but whether or not the 
floods and drought were caused by climate change, and 
whether or not such climate change is primarily due to 
human influences (there is much debate about this, even 
amongst the “experts”), it is clear that we need to be 
prepared to respond to such events in order for farming 
and other key activities in the District to be economically 
and environmentally sustainable.  In the recent incidents 
volunteers and Enhanced Task Force Green workers have 
helped restore farms and have lifted farmer morale, but 
the ideal for the future will be to improve drainage so that 
the severity of future events is lessened.  There will be 
increased costs associated with this.

EMISSIONS TRADING / CARBON TAX
The Emissions Trading Scheme was a central government 
driven initiative aimed at moving New Zealand towards 
compliance with international protocols for offsetting 
the human influenced drivers of climate change.  With 
the recent change of government there has been some 
discussion as to whether a “carbon tax” might be a more 
effective way of achieving this end.  

Either way, it is likely that in the near future some financial 
compensation will be required from industries that 
produce emissions.  In the Hurunui District, forestry and 
farming stand to be most affected, but until the details of 
the Emissions Trading Scheme (or carbon tax) are finalised, 
it is difficult to say precisely what the impact upon these 
industries will be. Federated Farmers have staff dedicated 
to monitoring and producing responses to these issues, 
and should be able to provide   reliable advice to farmers 
on these matters in the coming years.
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