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The Writers’ 
Tea Party 

Friends of the 
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District 
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present: 

For more information contact: 
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111 Carters Road 
Amberley 7410 

03 314 8980 
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The guests: 
 

Ben Brown 
Poet, children’s writer, performer  

 
Gail Ingram   

Writer, poet, educator 
 

Gerard Smyth  
Documentary maker 

 
The event will be chaired by  

Amberley Beach author  
Bernadette Hall 

 
   Sponsor: Hurunui Arts Council 



                      

   Ben Brown  
 

The much-loved poet, performer, children’s writer,   
essayist, Ben Brown (Ngāti Mahuta, Ngāti Koroki, Ngāti 
Paoa) is the inaugural Te Awhi Rito, the first reading 
ambassador in Aotearoa. It is his job to advocate and 
promote reading especially among the young, a job he 
does with passion. ‘We change the world with words,’ 
he says. ‘We make the world with words.’ He has no 
doubt that through story-telling we can build children’s 
imagination and confidence. Reading opens up worlds 
beyond our own. In January 2020 he led a writing   
workshop with youth at the Rolleston Justice                       
Residence. He edited an anthology of their writing. It is 
a powerful, profoundly moving collection. Ben, along 
with his collaborator on children’s stories, the illustrator 
Helen Taylor, were our guests at the 2008 Writers’ Tea 
Party. We are delighted to welcome him back.  

 
Gail Ingram 

 
Gail Ingram is a real live-wire, a writer, editor and    
teacher, very much involved in the literary life of      
Ōtautahi Christchurch. Her prize-winning poetry and  
short fiction have been published widely. Her poetry 
novel, Contents Under Pressure (2019), is the hilarious 
and dramatic story of a mother driven to tagging com-
mercial buildings in the city in protest as her life falls 
apart after the 2011 earthquake. Will she be caught? 
Will she survive? The novel is brilliantly illustrated by 
Gail’s daughter, Rata, who is herself a published writer. 
Gail has a 1st class MA in Creative Writing from Massey  
University and currently teaches creative writing at   
Write On, formerly The Christchurch School for Young 
Writers. ‘Writing saves my life,’ she says. ‘I write every 
day. It gives shape to my dreams and responses.’ 

Check out her website: Theseventhletter.nz 

 

Gerard Smyth 

Gerard is an acclaimed cinematographer dear to the 
hearts of Cantabrians. He has been producing,       
directing, writing and shooting documentaries for over 
40 years. He mostly likes to observe the lives and       
adventures of those living outside the mainstream. He 
was awarded Best Documentary at the 2012 NZ Film 
and TV awards for ‘When a City Falls,’ the story of the 
Christchurch earthquakes, followed by ‘When a City 
Rises’ in 2020. Gerard also filmed ‘Aunty and the Star 
People’ (2014) the remarkable double life of the elderly 
Jean Watson, a Wellington writer, revered in Southern 
India for her work in the poorest of communities. 
Google all these for free. His company, Frank Film, 

produces the web series, Frank-Changing South. 
These appear on a weekly basis on digital outlets, 

such as Stuff, RNZ, NZ Herald and Newsroom.                 


