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Queen Mary Hospital – Notable Lime Trees assessment May 2021 

 

1.0 Background Information 

This tree assessment was commissioned by Graeme Abbot, General Manager of Hanmer Springs 

Thermal Pools and Spa. 

Hanmer Springs Thermal Pools and Spa (HSTPS) constructed some new pools within their complex 

which has taken away space previously used for a picnic area. HSTPS were granted a year-long lease 

of some land adjacent to their site within the grounds of Queen Mary Hospital, which is owned by 

Hurunui District Council.  

Due to the historic nature of the Queen Mary Hospital site, there are multiple Notable trees listed 

within the Hurunui District Plan, including the mature Lime Tree avenue which is adjacent to the 

temporary picnic area. There are 12 Notable Lime trees (Tilia x europaea), within close proximity to 

the temporary picnic area. Eight trees form part of the main Lime Tree Avenue within Queen Mary 

Hospital grounds, which runs North to South. The remaining four trees run West to East at the 

Southern end of the main avenue.     

A resource consent (RC190069), was granted by Hurunui District Council in August 2019 which gave 

Hanmer Springs Thermal Pools and Spa the go ahead to install some fencing around the picnic area 

site within Queen Mary Hospital grounds. Several conditions were attached to the resource consent 

which would ensure the protection of the Notable Lime Trees during the installation of the fence. The 

most important one being that a suitably qualified and experienced supervising arborist be on site 

during any excavations within the dripline of the Notable lime trees.  

 

2.0  Installation of Fence  

The fence was installed on the 25th of February 2020. All of the post holes were dug by hand under the 

supervision of a qualified arborist. Two medium sized roots were found in the hand dug holes, these 

were assessed by the supervising arborist and it was concluded that cutting these roots would have no 

long-term detrimental effects on either the health or stability of the trees. All other conditions within 

the Resource Consent were followed and the fence was installed without causing any damage to the 

Notable Lime trees.  

 

3.0  Tree Assessment 

Graeme Abbot has requested a visual tree assessment of the Notable Lime trees to see if the 

installation of the fence has had any negative effects on the trees. See below for the original tree 

assessment comments when the trees were first inspected in July 2019. 

“The Lime trees range in size from approximately 14-18m high, 12-14m crown spread, 0.70-0.85m 

DBH (diameter at breast height - 1.4m). All trees appear to be in a fair overall condition, with average 

vigour and less than 30% foliage density loss. Several of the trees have minor deadwood within the 

crowns and some have small hanging branches.”   

A visual tree assessment of the trees was carried out on 14th May 2021, which was nearly 15months 

after the initial installation of the fence. All of the twelve Notable Lime trees were in a very similar 

condition to the original assessment in 2019. Some trees have minor deadwood within the crowns and 

some small hanging branches but nothing that currently warrants removal. All trees have average 

vigour with average to good growth increments, which suggests that the trees have not suffered any 

decline in growth or health since the installation of the fence. The first signs of significant root damage 
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in any tree is usually die-back within the crown often on the same side of the crown as the root 

damage has occurred, there is no evidence of this in the Notable Lime trees.  

The actual distance of the fence from the base of the trees was also measured and it would appear that 

the fence was installed up to 2m further away from some the trees than was originally anticipated (see 

table below). This means that the likelihood of root damage or any negative effects on the Notable 

Lime trees is reduced further.  

 

Tree ID 

Number  

Minimum distance 

from base of tree to 

fence (m) 

Within 

Dripline  

Actual Distance from 

base of tree to fence 

(m) 

T1 6 No 6.9 

T2 6 No 6.9 

T3 6 Yes 6.8 

T4 7 No 7.9 

T5 5 Yes 6.9 

T6 5 Yes 6.9 

T7 4.5 Yes 6.2 

T8 3.5 Yes 5.3 

T9 3 Yes 5 

T10 3 Yes 4.6 

T11 3 Yes 5 

T12 4 Yes 5.2 
 

 

  
Figure One: Photo showing the Notable Lime trees before the fence 

was installed in July 2019. 
Figure Two: Photo showing the Notable Lime trees after the fence 

was installed in May 2021. 
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4.0  Conclusion 

 

Following the recent visual tree assessment, it can be concluded that the Notable Lime trees are in a 

fair overall condition, which is the same condition that they were prior to the installation of the fence in 

close proximity to the trees.  

All conditions of consent contained within the Resource Consent (RC190069), were followed and no 

significant tree roots were found or pruned during installation of the fence.   

The Notable Lime trees are unlikely to suffer any future negative effects of the fence remaining in situ, 

as any potential root damage done during the installation of the fence would likely be evident by now.    
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