
 
 
 

Department of Conservation 
PO Box 10420 
WELLINGTON 6143 
 
Attention: PF2050 consultation 
 
 
30 June 2025 
 
Dear Madam/Sir  
 
Submission on Predator Free 2025 strategy review. 
 
The Hurunui District Council welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission on the Predator Free 
2050 strategy review. 
 
The Hurunui District is located in North Canterbury.  It has approximately 13,450 residents and covers an 
area of 8,640km2 spanning from the east coast across to the Main Divide. The Hurunui District is 
primarily a rural district with large areas dedicated to primary production interspersed with small service 
towns. With over 50 QEII covenants in the district, there is a growing commitment to the protection of 
indigenous biodiversity in the rural community. The district’s economy is primarily reliant on primary 
production and tourism, and approximately a third of the district is conservation land. 
 
The Council supports the overarching intent of PF2050, which aims to eradicate our most harmful 
predators by the year 2050. 
 
While we broadly support the strategy review, we believe several issues warrant further consideration, 
as set out below: 
 
 
Proposed Predator Free goals for 2030. 
Focus area 1 – Mobilise for action: Inspire New Zealanders and empower communities to take action. 
Paid facilitators are essential for community group success, significantly boosting volunteer 
contributions, local engagement, and optimising resources and processes to prevent burnout and 
sustain long-term impact. 
 
Focus area 2 – Maintain the gains: Continue essential predator control to create safe spaces for native 
species and improve biodiversity outcomes. 
Maintaining the gains must be the priority. It is better to secure the areas that are predator free and 
keep them that way, than spread effort thinly and lose the gains. 



 

 
Focus area 3 – Innovate for eradication: Advance tools and techniques to effectively and efficiently 
eradicate predators in rural, urban and conservation areas 
Agree 
 
Focus area 4 – Prepare to accelerate: Develop a clear, evidence-based plan to achieve the PF2050 goal 
that shows the benefits for New Zealand and attracts the funding required to achieve it. 
Accelerate. 
Accelerate only to the extent that the gains can be maintained. 
Worthwhile 
In some environments, it will be questionable if predator removal is worthwhile if feral cats aren’t 
included. 
Sustainable  
Maintaining predator free status, whether it is country-wide or in parts of the motu, requires a different 
plan and set of tools for each situation. There needs to be political agreement that funding for this will 
be on going. 
 
Cats, Mice and Hedgehogs. 
As a rural council, Hurunui District Council is very aware of the harm feral cats are doing to indigenous 
wildlife, and aware of how many feral cats there are in our environment. We would endorse a move to 
include cats in PF2050, sooner rather than later.  
Legislation to have domestic cats microchipped, registered and desexed is supported by council as it 
would help reduce the number of stray cats that become feral, and give trappers the tools they need to 
identify pet cats.  
With the growing awareness of the harm mice and hedgehogs are doing to our wildlife, including 
invertebrates and lizards, we also support including these as soon as is feasible.  

Yours Faithfully 

 

Marie Black 
Mayor 
Hurunui District Council  


