
 
 
 

Department of Conservation 
PO Box 10420 
Wellington 6140 
 
 
30 June 2025 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
 

Biodiversity Strategy consultation submission 
 
The Hurunui District Council welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission on the New Zealand 
Biodiversity Strategy implementation plan. 
 
The Hurunui District is located in North Canterbury.  It has approximately 13,450 residents and covers an 
area of 8,640km2 spanning from the east coast across to the Main Divide. The Hurunui District is 
primarily a rural district with large areas dedicated to primary production interspersed with small service 
towns. With over 50 QEII covenants in the district, there is a growing commitment to the protection of 
indigenous biodiversity in the rural community. The district’s economy is primarily reliant on primary 
production and tourism, and approximately a third of the district is conservation land. 
 
The Council supports the intent of the Biodiversity Strategy, and the implementation plan’s actions 
aimed at protecting New Zealand’s indigenous biodiversity. 
 
While we broadly support the priorities and actions laid out in the plan, we believe several issues 
warrant further consideration, as set out below: 
 
 

Theme 1: Agreed biodiversity priorities are driving investment and action 
Action 1. Develop a national picture of our most important biodiversity values and quantify the costs to 
protect and restore priority species and habitats. 
Discussion question What do you think of this action? Is there anything you would add or change?  
 

1 This is important foundational work, but we question if DOC be adequately funded to carry this 
out. 

2 Work by DoC doesn’t include biodiversity on private land. Sole surviving examples of some at-
risk ecosystems are on private land. Ways to include private land, with landowner buy-in must 
continue to be explored. 



 

 
Action 2. Tackle biodiversity loss by agreeing on priority programs to:  
• protect and restore high-priority degraded habitats (e.g. impacts from browsers, weeds, predators) 
• recover native species,   
• develop nature-based solutions for biodiversity and climate change (e.g. wetland restoration), in light 
of environmental and climate change responsibilities. 
Discussion question. What do you think of this action? Is there anything you would add or change? 
 

1  It must be a priority must be that past programs to control pest plants and animals be 
continued and maintained to ensure all the gains of the past (and the of money they’ve cost) 
aren’t lost.  

2  Private landowners need to be encouraged to participate and take responsibility to keep 
biodiversity threats from moving beyond their boundaries. Many landowners have biodiversity 
threats (such as pine seedlings and wild ungulates) coming onto their properties from their 
neighbours. 

 
Theme 2: Increased external funding, revenue and support is delivering more work on biodiversity 
priorities 
Action 4. 4. Generate new revenue from public conservation lands and waters to invest back into 
biodiversity 
Discussion question What do you think of this action? Is there anything you would add or change?  
 

1  If generating income from conservation lands is to be done by DoC, it must be funded separate 
to their work of caring for the natural environment. 

2 Any income-generating programs on public land (conservation land or otherwise) must not 
become the source of future problems. For example, pine plantations that will become the 
source of wilding pines. 

 
Action 6. Increase the protection of biodiversity on private and Māori land by improving the accessibility 
and coordination of government support and incentives. 
Discussion question What do you think of this action? Is there anything you would add or change?  
 

1 To increase biodiversity protection on private land, QEII must have an increase in funding. Their 
government funding isn’t keeping up with increased costs and inflation, or the increased 
demand for their services. Funding the QEII Trust adequately is the best way to secure 
biodiversity protection on private land in perpetuity for relatively little cost, particularly as they 
are trusted by landowners. 

2 Landowners need support, such as biodiversity credits and carbon credits, to fund biodiversity 
protection on private land. Carbon credit options for indigenous biodiversity need to be 
expanded to include a wide range of ecosystems, such as wetlands and dry shrublands 

 
Theme 4: Increased capability and support enables New Zealand to address the biodiversity crisis 
Action 12. Increase New Zealanders’ awareness of the value of our biodiversity, show how they can 
make a difference to biodiversity in their communities, and drive urgency and momentum for action. 
Discussion question What do you think of this action? Is there anything you would add or change?  
 



 

1. Support is needed for schools and education providers that want to engage children in nature-
based programs. People protect what they know, children need to grow up with a sense of 
connection to nature. 

2. Support needs to be increased for community conservation initiatives, and it needs to be easy 
for such groups to access funds. DoC’s own research has shown that for every dollar given to 
community conservation groups, there is four dollars of value generated for the environment. 

3. Catchment groups must be supported and encouraged. Farmer initiated and led catchment 
groups are proving to be a successful way to support environmental action. 

 
Action 13. Establish cross-agency emerging risks capability for domestic biosecurity to horizon scan, 
share intelligence and support decision-makers in prioritising emerging risk management. 
Discussion question What do you think of this action? Is there anything you would add or change?  

 
1. It would be valuable to have regular inter-agency hui to share experience, resources, 

information and knowledge. Scientists, predator trap innovators, community groups and agency 
staff all have different experience and knowledge useful to others. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

 
 
 
Marie Black 
Mayor 
Hurunui District Council 
 
 
 


