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INTRODUCTION 

1. My name is Simon John Cocker. I provided my Statement of Evidence on 

24 April 2026 (Evidence in Chief). 

2. My supplementary statement of evidence (Supplementary Evidence) is 

given on behalf of Far North Solar Farm Limited (FNSF) in support of 

Resource Consent Application RC240028 (Application) to construct and 

operate a solar farm at 380 Waipara Flat Road, Waipara, North 

Canterbury (Site). 

QUALIFICATIONS, EXPERIENCE AND CODE OF CONDUCT 

3. I have provided my qualifications and experience in my Evidence in Chief. 

There are no other updates or changes to my qualifications. 

4. I again confirm that I have read the Expert Witness Code of Conduct set 

out in Section 9 of the Environment Court’s Practice Note 2023 and I 

agree to comply with it. 

SUPPLEMENTARY EVIDENCE 

5. My Supplementary Statement addresses changes arising from a 

reduction in the proposed area of panel coverage.1 

6. In my Evidence in Chief, I included as Attachment 1 a Landscape 

mitigation planting plan.2 Attached to my Supplementary Evidence is an 

amended iteration of Attachment 1 based on the changes. For clarity, I 

have dated the amended Attachment 1 “7 May 2026” (Updated 

Attachment 1). 

7. It is my understanding that as a result of the changes, the area of panel 

coverage has been reduced from 64 ha (26% of the total site area) to 

59.66 ha (24.6% of the total site area).  

 
1  Memorandum of Counsel for the Applicant dated 1 May 2026. 
2  Statement of Evidence of Simon Cocker dated 25 April 2026 at [14]. 
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8. I have amended the mitigation plans in Updated Attachment 1 to reflect  

that the areas proposed for mitigation planting have changed from the 

areas previously proposed in my Evidence in Chief. 

9. It is my opinion that the change in the area of panel coverage will be most 

perceptible from locations to the north of the Site (as represented by 

photos 1 and 4 in Updated Attachment 1), and from the Weka Pass 

Railway (as represented by visual simulation No.10 in Attachment 4 to my 

Evidence in Chief). 

10. From these locations, the area of panel coverage will be more fragmented 

under the amended panel layout, with the reduction in apparent 

coverage (and the introduction of an area of pasture) in the midground 

‘tier’ of the solar farm. 

11. Notwithstanding this, my assessed level of landscape and visual effect 

remain unchanged from the levels stated in my Evidence in Chief. 

 

Simon Cocker 
Dated 7 May 2026 
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ATTACHMENT 1: UPDATED LANDSCAPE MITIGATION PLANTING PLAN 

 


