
ATTACHMENT 2:  Table of assessed effects 
 
Landscape Effects Short 

term 
Med to long 
term 

 
     Moderate Low to 

moderate 

Visual Effects 
 
Address  Legal desc. Mitigation Distance Construc 

effect 
Short term Med to long 

term 

 
Users of Waipara Flat Road  Visual Simulation ref: 01, 02, 03 and 04.* 

  Shelterbelt / hedge screen planting is 
proposed along the northern, western 
(roadside) and a portion of the southern 
boundaries of the Site.  Although the 
majority of the road views into the Site will 
be substantially curtailed within 3 years.  
Within 5 years, the Site will be fully 
screened.   
Visual simulation 4 illustrates a view from 
Waipara Flat Road close to the south 
western corner of the Site.  From here, the 
viewer will experience a change in the 
foreground landscape character with the 
pasture being converted to viticultural 
production.  Glimpses of the panels will be 
possible where these occupy the lower 
terrace within the south eastern corner of 
the Site. 

20m – 120m Moderate Moderate Very low 

Occupants of dwellings located on Bain Road 

#27 Bain Rd 
(Submitter location 
74/77/79) 

Lot 1 DP 
351992 

Direct views screened by existing 
shelterbelt that will be retained.  Activity on 
SH7 visible as a foreground element.  
Indirect / oblique views will be screened by 
shelterbelt / hedge screen planting which is 
proposed western (roadside) boundary of 
the Site.  Such views into the Site will be 
substantially curtailed within 3 years.  
Within 5 years, the Site will be fully 
screened.   

270m Low Mow Very low 

Occupants of dwellings located on the northern side of Glenmark Drive. Visual Simulation ref: 05, 06, 07* and 55** 

Dwellings at the 
southern end of 
Glenmark Drive 
(#5-47) 
(Submitter location 
42, 97/98, 
134/135, 140) 

 The primary visual change that will be 
experienced by this viewer group is the shift 
in vegetated character within the 
midground where the inter-terrace slope is 
vegetated with native shrub and tree 
species.  The panels will be visible as 
narrow dark strips framed by the 
vegetation, but these elements will be 
subservient to the vegetation.  Views to the 
distant hills will not be affected. 

400m – 
600m 

Low to 
moderate 

Low Very low 

Dwellings at the 
northern end of 
Glenmark Drive 
(#63-115) 
(Submitter location 
106, 120) 

 Views from many of these properties tend 
to be largely screened by existing 
vegetation, but where views are afforded, 
then the appearance of the proposal will be 
as described above for #5 – 47. 

700m – 
1.1km 

Low Low Very low 

55 Glenmark 
Drive 

LOT 1 DP 510020 
 

Refer to photos 8 and 11.  Occupants of the 
dwelling within this property will recognise 
a change in the landscape character of the 
midground view.  As is evidenced by visual 
simulation 5, the Site is seen as a narrow 
pastured strip between the foreground, and 
the distant views of hills.  The pastured 
character of this midground will change.  
The proposed panels will be visible as a 
series of dark ‘ribbons’, separated by 
swathes of vegetation.  The vegetation will 
serve to soften the prominence and ‘hard 
edges’ of the panels, and will provide a 
unified foil against which the panels will 
‘recede’.  Whilst visible, the panels will not 

400m – 
800m 

Moderate Moderate Low 



form a dominant element within this 
midground strip, and will not intrude on, or 
detract from the longer views to the hills. 

Occupants of dwellings accessed from MacKenzies Road.  Visual Simulation ref: Viewpoint 08, 09*, 97, 247, and 251** 

13A Mackenzies 
Road 
(Submitter location 
112) 

LOT 2 DP 510605 Single storey dwelling fronting onto road 
within small residential lot.  Distant views 
possible across road and rail line (including 
Glenmark Station platform) to Site. 

870m Very low Very low nil 

#59 MacKenzies 
Rd 

LOT 1 DP 66006 
 

No dwelling? 300m    

#73 MacKenzies 
Rd 
(Submitter location 
48) 

LOT 2 DP 66006 
 

Refer to photos 4 and 7.   Occupants of the 
dwelling within this property will recognise 
a change in the landscape character of the 
midground view.  As is indicated by 
representative visual simulation 247, the 
Site is seen as a narrow pastured strip 
between the foreground and extensive 
grape vines, and the distant views of hills.  
The pastured character of this midground 
will change.  The proposed panels will be 
visible as a series of narrow dark ‘ribbons’, 
separated by swathes of vegetation.  The 
vegetation will serve to soften the 
prominence and ‘hard edges’ of the panels, 
and will provide a unified foil against which 
the panels will ‘recede’.  Whilst visible, the 
panels will not form a dominant element 
within this midground strip, and will not 
intrude on, or detract from the longer views 
to the hills. 

450m Moderate to 
high 

Moderate to 
high 

Low 

#97 MacKenzies 
Rd 

LOT 3 DP 66006 
 

Occupants of the dwelling within this 
property will recognise a change in the 
landscape character of the midground 
view.  As is indicated by representative 
visual simulation 247, the Site is seen as a 
narrow pastured strip between the 
foreground and extensive grape vines, and 
the distant views of hills.  The pastured 
character of this midground will change.  
The proposed panels will be visible as a 
series of narrow dark ‘ribbons’, separated 
by swathes of vegetation.  The vegetation 
will serve to soften the prominence and 
‘hard edges’ of the panels, and will provide 
a unified foil against which the panels will 
‘recede’.  Whilst visible, the panels will not 
form a dominant element within this 
midground strip, and will not intrude on, or 
detract from the longer views to the hills 

400m Low to 
moderate 

Low to 
moderate 

Very low 

#119 
MacKenzies Rd 

LOT 4 DP 66006 
 

Occupants of the dwelling within this 
property will recognise a change in the 
landscape character of the midground 
view.  As is indicated by representative 
visual simulation 247 the Site is seen as a 
narrow pastured strip between the 
foreground and extensive grape vines, and 
the distant views of hills.  The pastured 
character of this midground will change.  
The proposed panels will be visible as a 
series of narrow dark ‘ribbons’, separated 
by swathes of vegetation.  The vegetation 
will serve to soften the prominence and 
‘hard edges’ of the panels, and will provide 
a unified foil against which the panels will 
‘recede’.  Whilst visible, the panels will not 
form a dominant element within this 
midground strip, and will not intrude on, or 
detract from the longer views to the hills. 

500m Low to 
moderate 

Low to 
moderate 

Very low 

#139 
MacKenzies Rd 

LOT 5 DP 66006 
 

No dwelling? 560m    

#155 
MacKenzies Rd 

LOT 6 DP 66006 
 

See #161 600m    

#161 
MacKenzies Rd 

LOT 6 DP 66006 
 
 

This property contains two buildings.  The 
single storey building to the south east 
appears to be a dwelling, whilst to the 

600m 
 
 

Low to 
moderate 
 

Low to 
moderate 
 

Very low 
 
 



(Submitter location 
34) 

north west, an approximately circular 
building also has the appearance of a 
residential building.   
Occupants of the building to the south east 
will recognise a change in the landscape 
character of the midground view.  The Site 
is seen as a narrow pastured strip between 
the foreground and extensive grape vines, 
and the distant views of hills.  The pastured 
character of this midground will change.  
The proposed panels will be visible as a 
series of dark ‘ribbons’, separated by 
swathes of vegetation.  The vegetation will 
serve to soften the prominence and ‘hard 
edges’ of the panels, and will provide a 
unified foil against which the panels will 
‘recede’.  Whilst visible, the panels will not 
form a dominant element within this 
midground strip, and will not intrude on, or 
detract from the longer views to the hills. 
 
More extensive views to the southern part 
of the Site are possible from the ‘circular’ 
building, but these are in part filtered by 
existing vegetation on the margins of the 
creek channel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
550 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moderate to 
high  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moderate to 
high  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Low to 
moderate 

#163 
MacKenzies Rd 
(Submitter location 
58/91/146/155)) 

LOT 2 DP 511382 
 

Dwelling with a north east / south west 
orientation contained to the north by a 
shelterbelt, and to the west and north west 
by vegetation.  Unimpeded views to the 
south west and south toward the Site. 

550m Moderate to 
high 

Moderate to 
high 

Low to 
moderate 

#165 
MacKenzies Rd1 
(Submitter location 
72) 
 

LOT 3 DP 511382 
 

Views to the north west, west, south west 
and south are screened by vegetation. 

180m Very low Very low Very low 

#167 
MacKenzies Rd2  

LOT 2 DP 511382 
 

Direct views to the nearest part of the Site 
are screened by buildings within #165, but 
longer views are possible to the south from 
the southern façade of the dwelling and the 
pool area.  The Site is seen as a narrow 
pastured strip with a foreground and 
extensive grape vines.  The pastured 
character of this midground will change.  
The proposed panels will be visible as a 
series of dark ‘ribbons’, separated by 
swathes of vegetation.  The vegetation will 
serve to soften the prominence and ‘hard 
edges’ of the panels, and will provide a 
unified foil against which the panels will 
‘recede’.  Whilst visible, the panels will not 
form a dominant element within this 
midground strip. 

600m Low Low Very low 

184 Mackenzie 
Road  
(Submitter location 
110) 
 

LOT 5 DP 385567 Single storey dwelling within productive lot 
(200ha) on north side of MacKenzies Road.  
Views to site from dwelling screened by 
shelterbelts. 

1km Nil nil nil 

#169 
MacKenzies Rd 

LOT 2 DP 507839 
 

Two storey dwelling set within landscaped 
grounds with an outdoor living area and 
pool situated on the north west side of the 
dwelling.  Views from the dwelling and 
garden are internalised by vegetation on the 
northern, western, and southern sides of 
the curtilage. 

600m Very low Very low Very low 

#247 
MacKenzies Rd 

LOT 1 DP 530756 Occupants of the dwelling within this 
property will recognise a marked change in 
the landscape character of the midground 
view.  As is evidenced by visual simulation 
247, the Site is seen as a low lying pastured 
area strip between the foreground river 
bed, and the distant views of hills.  The 
pastured character of this midground will 
change.  Within the short term (0 – 5 years), 
the proposed panels will be visible as a 
series of dark ‘islands’, separated by 

180m High High Low 



swathes of vegetation.  The closest edge of 
the panels will be obscured by the 
proposed mitigation planting, whilst the 
revegetated inter-terrace slopes will serve 
to soften the prominence and ‘hard edges’ 
of the panels.  Within the medium to long 
term (5 – 10 years), the mitigation planting 
will develop to a scale that it largely 
obscures views of the panels.  At no time 
will the proposal intrude on, or detract from 
the longer views to the hills. 

#249 
MacKenzies Rd 

LOT 2 DP 530756 
 

Views to the Site from this single storey 
dwelling are screened by the buildings 
within 247, or by landform / vegetation.  

390m Low Low Very low 

#251 
MacKenzies Rd 

LOTS 4 & 14 DP 
83717 

See #253 -    

#253 
MacKenzies Rd 

LOTS 4 & 14 DP 
83717 

Occupants of the dwelling within this 
property will recognise a marked change in 
the landscape character of the midground 
view.  The Site is seen as a low lying 
pastured area strip between the foreground 
river bed, and the distant views of hills.  The 
pastured character of this midground will 
change.  Within the short term (0 – 5 years), 
the proposed panels will be visible as a 
series of dark ‘island’, separated by 
swathes of vegetation.  The closest edge of 
the panels will be obscured by the 
proposed mitigation planting, whilst the 
revegetated inter-terrace slopes will serve 
to soften the prominence and ‘hard edges’ 
of the panels.  Within the medium to long 
term (5 – 10 years), the mitigation planting 
will develop to a scale that it largely 
obscures views of the panels.  At no time 
will the proposal intrude on, or detract from 
the longer views to the hills. 

230m High High Low 

#255 
MacKenzies Rd 

LOT 2 DP 83717 
BLK XVI WAIKARI 
SD- 

Occupants of the dwelling within this 
property will gain views from the ‘rear’ of 
the building, and will recognise a change in 
the landscape character of the midground 
view.  The Site is seen as a narrow pastured 
strip between the foreground and extensive 
grape vines, and the distant views of hills.  
The pastured character of this midground 
will change.  The proposed panels will be 
visible as a series of narrow dark ‘ribbons’, 
separated by swathes of vegetation.  The 
vegetation will serve to soften the 
prominence and ‘hard edges’ of the panels, 
and will provide a unified foil against which 
the panels will ‘recede’.  Whilst visible, the 
panels will not form a dominant element 
within this midground strip, and will not 
intrude on, or detract from the longer views 
to the hills. 

500m Low to 
moderate 

Low to 
moderate 

Low 

#257 
MacKenzies Rd 
 

LOTS 4 & 14 DP 
83717 

No dwelling 530m    

310 Mackenzies 
Road 
(Submitter location 
11) 

LOT 2 DP 368057 Single storey dwelling on 5ha lot.  Distant 
filtered view to Site through vegetation.  
Outdoor areas on northern side of dwelling 

1.3km Very low Very low nil 

329 Mackenzies 
Road 
(Submitter location 
21) 

LOT 4 DP 36805 Two storey dwelling on 5ha lot.  Dwelling 
elevated slightly on low slopes with 
potential views to site from upper storey.  
Views from lower storey and garden 
filtered by vegetation.  Casa Olea – tourist 
accommodation within property appears 
to offer views to site within a broad 
panorama 

1.5km Low Low Very low 

Passengers on the Weka Pass Railway.  Visual Simulation ref: 07 and 10 *** 

- LOTS 2-3 DP 
488217 

Distant views possible from the car park 
(refer to visual simulation 07) and station 
across the river bed.   

600m – 
1.5km 

Moderate Moderate Low to 
moderate 



Intermittent views to the east are possible for 
the southern three kilometres, where the line 
crosses the flatter landscape prior to entering 
the Weka Creek valley, and views to the west 
associated with this section tend to be 
interrupted by vegetation (shelterbelts, tree 
crops and vines). 
Traveling north (‘outward’), with the 
receptor’s view focused to the west / north 
west, there will be a limited perception of the 
scale of the proposed solar farm. 
Travelling south (‘inward’), the receptor 
experiences a sequence of landscapes with 
varying senses of drama and enclosure.  These 
culminate in a topographical ‘constriction’ at 
the Weka Pass, before the line exits the valley 
and the expansive views across the plains are 
revealed (refer to visual simulation xx).  Views 
of this expansive landscape will include the 
proposed solar farm as an element. 

Initially, the panels will form a dominant 
element within the outlook across the 
valley along a section of some 1.3km in 
length.  Over time, the mitigation planting 
will moderate this dominance softening 
and creating separation between the areas 
of visible panels and imparting a balance 
between vegetation and the areas of solar 
arrays  The closest edge of the panels will 
be obscured by the proposed mitigation 
planting, whilst the revegetated inter-
terrace slopes will serve to soften the 
prominence and ‘hard edges’ of the panels.   

Walkers on the Mt Cass Walkway 

  The Mt Cass Walkway offer expansive and 
panoramic views across the Waipara 
Valley, and also to the Ocean.  The Site will 
form a small area within a wider mosaic of 
colour and texture  

6km+ Very low Very low Very low 

Users of the Waipara Valley Vineyard Trail 

  Few opportunities to gain views from the 
more proximate and lower lying part of the 
Trail completed to date.  Potential glimpse 
views from the future planned section 
which passes over more elevated terrain.  
These views are distant and will be 
experienced within a wider panorama 
across the Valley. 

1.2km+ Low Low Very low 

 
Note: 
 
For ‘submitter location’ refer to Figure 4 in Attachment 1. 
 
1 Submission lodged on behalf of Waipara Valley Community Collective 
2 Conditional support for proposal includes: 
Require screening along top of terrace as indicated in submission  
Support the application ONLY if changes outlined are included in the consent. 5m x 4m screening on eastern boundary of site as marked in 
orange in submission. Include conditions to require the company to provide irrigation on all boundary screening and some form of 
guarantees to ensure screenings actually happen as designed at 4m wide and 5 metres high 
 
*Visual simulations contained in  Appendix D of Application documents ** Visual simulations contained in Attachment 3.  ***Visual 
Simulations contained in Attachment 4. 
 
Properties added as a result of submissions: 

• 310 Mackenzies Road 

• 184 Mackenzie Road 

• 329 Mackenzies Road 

• 13A Mackenzies Road 

• Mt Cass Walkway 

• Waipara Valley Wine Trail 

 


