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First Minute of Commissioners  
 

 
1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Commissioners Dean Chrystal and Shannon Bray (the Hearing Panel) have been appointed by 

the Hurunui District Council to consider and make decisions on a land use application lodged 

by Far North Solar Farm Limited (the Applicant) to establish and operate a solar farm. 

2.0 Request to extend the time for a Hearing  

2.1 A hearing on an application for which submissions have closed would normally be held within 

2-3 months of that closure date.  

2.2 Pursuant to Section 37 of the Resource Management Act the Applicant has sought to extend 

the time for the hearing to take place and has addressed each of the clause of s37 as follows: 

1. Interests of directly affected persons (s37(1)(a)) 

The extended notification period (noting it was doubled in time by Council) and large 

number of submissions received means additional time is required to go through each 

submission. Granting an extension ensures that these submitters’ views can be properly 

considered and assessed in the decision-making process. This aligns with the purpose of 

the notification process and avoids prejudice to affected parties by ensuring their concerns 

are addressed thoroughly. IT is also noted that the extended notification period has meant 



 
 

that key specialists (being the landscape architect and planner) will be away when 

evidence is required to be prepared.  

2. Interests of the community in achieving adequate assessment (s37(1)(b)) 

The proposal is of a large scale and has the potential for wide-ranging effects on the 

environment and the community. Given the volume of submissions, additional time is 

necessary to undertake a robust analysis of the issues raised. Extending timeframes helps 

ensure that the assessment of environmental effects and social impacts is comprehensive. 

3. Duty to avoid unreasonable delay (s37(1)(c)) 

While the extension lengthens statutory timeframes, the scale of submissions and 

extended notification period amount to special circumstances (s37(4)(b)(i)) justifying 

additional time. The delay is not “unreasonable” in this context because it directly supports 

the quality and fairness of the process. It avoids the risk of rushed or incomplete 

consideration of the issues, which could otherwise undermine the integrity of the decision. 

4. Special circumstances (s37(4)) 

The large scale and complexity of the solar farm proposal, coupled with the high level of 

public engagement, clearly constitute special circumstances. These factors justify the need 

for an extension within the bounds of s37(4)(b)(i). 

5. Applicant’s agreement (s37(4)(b)(ii) and s37(5)) 

The Applicant agrees to this extension. 

2.3 Given the circumstances identified and the fact that impacts of an extension are on the 

Applicant themselves, it is the Hearing Panels intension to grant the extension. 

3.0  Hearing Dates 

3.1 In order to provide all parties with some idea of the future hearing timeframe, the Hearing 

Panel consider beginning the hearing on the 2nd February 2026 to be an appropriate time 

relative to the extension and to ensure our duty to avoid unreasonable delay. We are cognisant 

of avoiding the January holiday period.  

3.2  At this stage we consider a hearing is likely to take around six days and we have identified a 

hearing timeframe of 2nd – 5th February and 10th - 11th February 2026.  



 
 

3.3 Our intention will be to confirm these dates and the dates for the exchange of 

reports/evidence and the procedures of the hearing by the beginning of November so that all 

parties are appropriately informed. 

 

 

Dean Chrystal 

Hearing Chair 

 

22nd September 2025 
 


