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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 1991

HURUNUI DISTRICT COUNCIL

RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATIONS
BY

FAR NORTH SOLAR FARM LIMITED

Application references: RC240028

To establish and operate a solar farm on 181 hectares of a 242.4 hectare site located at 380

Waipara Flat Road, Waipara (Section 3 SO 17514, Lot 1 DP 320376 (RT: CB32B/7 and 80697).

Second Minute of Commissioners

Hearing Dates

Further to our minute of the 22" September 2025 (Minute 1) we can now confirm that the
hearing into Far North Solar Farm Limited’s application to establish and operate a solar farm
on 181 hectares of a 242.4 hectare site located at 380 Waipara Flat Road, Waipara will be
heard from the 2"4— 5% February 2026 and if necessary, will continue on the 10™ - 11" February
2026.

The venue will be the Omihi Community Hall, and the hearing will start at 9am each day and
run through to around 5pm. We will finish at 2pm on the 5™ of February due to the long
weekend.

Pre-provision of evidence

We have set out below the pre-provision of evidence requirement pursuant to Section 41B of
the Resource Management Act:

e The Council will circulate the section 42A Officers' Report(s) to all the parties no later
than Friday 19*" December 2025, being 15 full working days (including the non-working
day Christmas period) before the hearing;

e The Applicant must provide briefs of evidence to the Council in an electronic form no
later than Friday 16" January 2026, allowing 10 full working days before the hearing;
and

e Any person who has made a submission and is intending to call expert evidence must
provide briefs of evidence to the Council in an electronic form no later than Friday 24
January 2026, allowing 5 full working days before the hearing.
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Note: Submitters who do not intend to call expert evidence do not have to comply
with this timeframe and will be able to present their own evidence at the
hearing. Expert evidence is considered to be evidence from independently
qualified persons such as landscape architects, ecologists or planner.

Briefs of evidence are to be addressed to Nicola Kirby at Nicola.Kirby@hurunui.govt.nz

The Panel would encourage expert witnesses to caucus and identify areas of agreement and
disagreement between them prior to the hearing commencing. This would help the Panel in
focussing on the key issues.

The hearing will follow the normal process where we hear first from the Applicant, then
submitters, then the Council Reporting Officer(s) and finally a right of reply from the Applicant,
which may take the form of a written response.

Given the large number of submitters, we consider it will be helpful to schedule time slots for
submitters to appear ahead of the hearing, rather requiring all submitter to turn up on the first
day of the hearing to establish when they will be heard. Councils Hearing Administrator will be
in touch with submitters to determine appropriate times for them to appear.

Any questions on the above can be directed to the Hearing Panel via Ms Kirby.
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Dean Chrystal
Hearing Chair

5% November 2025
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