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Sixth Minute of Commissioners  
 

 
1.0 Request for Further Information 

1.1 Due to the delay of the scheduled hearing, the Commissioners have determined that it would 

be useful to undertake a preliminary review of the application against the matters raised in 

submissions, to assist in streamlining some of the technical matters and reduce any further 

information requests required at the hearing. 
 

1.2 Recently Commissioner Bray undertook a further locality visit to the Waipara area, including 

undertaking a trip on the Weka Pass Railway. The visit was useful in considering two specific 

matters, and as a result the applicant is requested to provide the following further analysis.  
 

2.0  Examples of Proposed Planting 

 

2.1 We note that many submitters raise concerns about visual effects and the practical ability to 

grow and maintain the proposed screen planting, particularly given the potential challenges 

with irrigation. Please provide a detailed assessment of the proposed planting, taking into 

considerations the various concerns that have been raised by submitters. As part of this 

assessment, please provide an overview of the rationale for species choice, including the 

consideration of wider landscape values; how success of the proposed planting can be 

measured; and what alternatives may have been considered but ruled out.  

 

2.2 Please also provide any examples of the type of planting proposed that has been grown 

successfully on the north Canterbury Plains without the support of irrigation, ideally that could 

be visited or viewed by the Commissioners.  

 



 
 

 

3.0  Visual Effects from Weka Pass Railway 

 

3.1 Please provide a more detailed assessment of the likely visual effects to be experienced from 

the Weka Pass Railway, considering in particular the “elevated, long views possible from the 

line where it sidles up the south easterly trending ridge to the north west and north of the site” 

(as quoted in Table 2 of the landscape assessment by Simon Cocker Landscape Architecture). 

In preparing the assessment please relate visual effects to a broader assessment of landscape 

values as experienced by a train passenger.  

 

3.2 As part of this assessment, please also provide a new visual simulation prepared from the first 

farm gate encountered on the train journey from Glenmark Station, being the elevated section 

of the track directly north of the northeastern corner of the solar farm site where the train 

stops for the gate to be opened. 

 

4.0  Timing for the Provision of Information  

 

4.1 Given the time available until the hearing we consider it would be appropriate for the above 

further information to be provided prior to the Council issuing its s42A report so as to enable 

the Council experts (and submitters) to consider the information as part of their 

reports/statements. With that in mind we direct that the further information requested be 

provided by 5pm on Thursday 2nd April 2026. 

 

4.2 Any questions on the above can be directed to the Hearing Panel via Ms Kirby. 

 

 

Dean Chrystal 

Hearing Chair 

 

10th February 2026 
 


