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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 1991

HURUNUI DISTRICT COUNCIL

RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATIONS
BY

FAR NORTH SOLAR FARM LIMITED

Application references: RC240028

To establish and operate a solar farm on 181 hectares of a 242.4 hectare site located at 380

Waipara Flat Road, Waipara (Section 3 SO 17514, Lot 1 DP 320376 (RT: CB32B/7 and 80697).

Seventh Minute of Commissioners

Introduction

With the hearing on the above application scheduled for the 12"-15™" and 18™ of May we
consider it timely to set out administrational and procedural matters associated with the

hearing.
Hearing Administration

The hearing will be the Omihi Community Hall and will start at 9am each day and run through
to around 5pm on Tuesday — Thursday and 4.30pm on Friday the 15" of May. The Hearing
Panel are prepared to go beyond 5pm if it enables the completion of those scheduled to be
heard on a particular day. A hearing schedule will be made available prior to the hearing.

Breaks will occur at around 10.30am (15 minutes), 12.30pm (45 minutes) and 3pm (15
minutes) each day.

Provision will be made for tea and coffee at morning and afternoon tea for all parties, however
lunch will not be provided.

Hearing Procedures

The dates for the provision of expert evidence have already been set in our Minute #4 and the
Council’s s42A report has now been received. We remind the Applicant and submitters that
they need to adhere to those dates for the provision of expert evidence so as to avoid potential

procedural matters and hearing delay.

At the beginning of the hearing on the 12" of May we will outline the hearing process and
address any procedural matters that may have arisen. The Applicant will then present their
case, followed by submitters, and then a response from the Council. The Applicant then has an
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opportunity for a right of reply at the end of the hearing either in person at the hearing or
subsequently in writing.

We will have pre-read all expert evidence submitted by the Council, the Applicant and
Submitters. Experts will not therefore be required to read their entire evidence; however,
those who wish can provide 2-4 page summaries outlining key issues or matters that have
arisen since their evidence was lodged. We will then ask any questions we have.

For submitters, again we will have read the submissions that have been lodged and we
therefore do not need them to be read out. What we want to understand are the key issues
relating from your submissions and any matters they may have arisen from the evidence
subsequently provided. We will then ask any questions we have.

The process does not allow for cross-examination, and any question of other parties needs to
be directed to the chair who will then decide if they are appropriate to be asked.

Expert Caucusing

As previously signalled we have encouraged expert witnesses of the same expertise to caucus
and identify relevant issues and facts that are agreed or not agreed, in order to assist us in
focussing on the key issues and to help with our deliberations. We understand this is able to
take place on the week beginning the 4" of May. We remind all expert witnesses, as is
customary practice, of their responsibilities in regard to caucusing, that we expect that the
relevant experts will produce a Joint Witness Statement which confirms compliance with the
Expert Code of Conduct specified in the Environment Court Practice Note 2023. Any Joint
Witness Statements should be provided at the latest by 5pm on 8™ of May.

Legal Submissions

If any parties intend to be represented by legal Counsel, we require legal submissions to be
submitted not later than 5pm on the 7" of May.

Site Visits

While we have already undertaken a site visit to the application site and the surrounding area,
if any parties would like us to visit any particular location, they should signal that to us during
the hearing. Our intention at this stage is to undertake any further site visits requested on the
afternoon of the 18 of May.

o

Dean Chrystal
Hearing Chair

21 April 2026



