
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 1991 
 
 

HURUNUI DISTRICT COUNCIL  
 
 

RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATIONS 
 

BY 
 

FAR NORTH SOLAR FARM LIMITED (FNSF) 

 
Application references: RC240028 

 

To establish and operate a solar farm on 181 hectares of a 242.4 hectare site located at 380 

Waipara Flat Road, Waipara (Section 3 SO 17514, Lot 1 DP 320376 (RT: CB32B/7 and 80697). 
 
 

Nineth Minute of Commissioners  
 

1.0 Introduction 

1.1 In response to our Eighth Minute on the 29th April regarding a procedural matter in relation to 

s91 of the RMA, we have received a memorandum (attached below) from the Applicants legal 

counsel advising that the Applicant withdraws from the Application that area of land identified 

within a red border and covered in red dots below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

1.2 This is the area from which the indigenous vegetation (matagouri) was removed which we 

referred to in our Minute 8.  

1.3 The Applicant has indicated that this amendment is effective immediately and as we 

understand it this area would no longer form part of the Application in terms of the solar farm 

or any structures associated with it. 

2.0  Leave to file supplementary evidence 

2.1 The Applicant has sought leave to file supplementary evidence on Thursday 7 May 2026 

specifically addressing this amendment to the Application. That leave is granted. 

 

Dean Chrystal 

Hearing Chair 

 

4th May 2026 
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MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. This Memorandum of Counsel (Memorandum) relates to Resource 

Consent Application RC240028 (Application) lodged by Far North Solar 

Farm Ltd (the Applicant) to construct and operate a 148 MWp solar farm 

across 181ha of a 242.4 ha site located at 380 Waipara Flat Road, 

Waipara, North Canterbury (Site).   

 
2. The Application is scheduled to be heard by Hearings Commissioners 

appointed by Hurunui District Council (Council), with the hearing 

commencing on Tuesday 12 May 2026. 

 
3. On 29 April 2026, the Hearings Commissioners issued the Eighth Minute 

of Commissioners (Minute 8) raising a procedural issue in relation to 

section 91 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 
4. This Memorandum responds to the matters raised in Minute 8. 

 
5. Counsel were engaged in the week beginning Monday 13 April 2026 to 

assist the Applicant to prepare and file evidence pursuant to the hearing 

timetable imposed in the Fourth Minute of Commissioners.    

 
6. A legal review of Council’s s42A Report and submissions on the 

Application identified the matter of the relationship of historical 

clearance of indigenous vegetation from the Site undertaken by the 

landowner.  Minute 8 has helpfully provided further insight into this 

matter. 

 
7. We have discussed this matter with the Applicant and are instructed to 

advise Council and the Commissioners that: 

 
(a) The Applicant withdraws from the Application that area of land 

identified within a red border and covered in red dots below: 
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(b) This amendment to the Application takes immediate effect; 

 
(c) The Applicant seeks the leave of the Hearings Commissioners to 

file supplementary evidence on Thursday 7 May 2026 specifically 

addressing this amendment to the Application; and 

 
(d) Opening legal submissions to be filed on the same day will also 

address this amendment to the Application. 

 
  

 
_____________________ 
T Le Bas & K Goss 
Counsel for the Applicant 
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