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Nicola Kirby

From: Laila Alkamil <laila.alkamil@wwla.kiwi>
Sent: Tuesday, 16 September 2025 1:22 pm
To: Nicola Kirby
Cc: Richard Homewood; John Andrews
Subject: Re: RC240028 - Submissions

Hi Nicola, 
 
Please see the assessment below. 
 

The application has received a significant level of public engagement, with an extended notification 
period and a large number of submissions lodged. These circumstances justify an extension under 
s37 for the following reasons: 

1. Interests of directly affected persons (s37(1)(a)) 
The extended notification period (noting it was doubled in time by Council) and large number 
of submissions received means additional time is required to go through each submission. 
Granting an extension ensures that these submitters’ views can be properly considered and 
assessed in the decision-making process. This aligns with the purpose of the notification 
process and avoids prejudice to affected parties by ensuring their concerns are addressed 
thoroughly. IT is also noted that the extended notification period has meant that key 
specialists (being the landscape architect and planner) will be away when evidence is required 
to be prepared.  

2. Interests of the community in achieving adequate assessment (s37(1)(b)) 
The proposal is of a large scale and has the potential for wide-ranging effects on the 
environment and the community. Given the volume of submissions, additional time is 
necessary to undertake a robust analysis of the issues raised. Extending timeframes helps 
ensure that the assessment of environmental effects and social impacts is comprehensive. 

3. Duty to avoid unreasonable delay (s37(1)(c)) 
While the extension lengthens statutory timeframes, the scale of submissions and extended 
notification period amount to special circumstances (s37(4)(b)(i)) justifying additional time. 
The delay is not “unreasonable” in this context because it directly supports the quality and 
fairness of the process. It avoids the risk of rushed or incomplete consideration of the issues, 
which could otherwise undermine the integrity of the decision. 

4. Special circumstances (s37(4)) 
The large scale and complexity of the solar farm proposal, coupled with the high level of public 
engagement, clearly constitute special circumstances. These factors justify the need for an 
extension within the bounds of s37(4)(b)(i). 

5. Applicant’s agreement (s37(4)(b)(ii) and s37(5)) 
The Applicant agrees to this extension.  

Please let me know if you require anything further or would like to arrange a Teams call. 
 
Kind regards 
Laila 

Laila Alkamil | Senior Planner, MNZPI 
Williamson Water and Land Advisory 
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On Tue, 16 Sept 2025 at 12:11, Nicola Kirby <Nicola.Kirby@hurunui.govt.nz> wrote: 

Hi Laila, 

  

As part of the request, can the requirements of section 37A please be addressed by the applicant. 

  

Thank you, 

  

Nicola. 

  

From: Laila Alkamil <laila.alkamil@wwla.kiwi>  
Sent: Tuesday, 16 September 2025 8:45 am 
To: Nicola Kirby <Nicola.Kirby@hurunui.govt.nz> 
Cc: Richard Homewood <Richard@fnsf.co.nz>; John Andrews <john@fnsf.co.nz> 
Subject: Re: RC240028 - Submissions 

  

Good morning Nicola, 

  

Thank you for your email. 

  

I can confirm the Applicant seeks an extension, pursuant to s37, to extend the statutory 
timeframes under s103A. Also confirming that the Applicant is seeking a hearing to be held from 
26 January 2026 onwards. 

  

Kind regards 

Laila 

  


