
Appendix D 

Relevant assessment criteria in the HDP 

3.4.8.4 Noise 

(a) That the proposed noise levels will not create a nuisance to any person; 

(b) That the frequency and duration of the proposed noise above the level in the District Plan is 

insufficient to cause a significant adverse effect on the amenities of the surrounding sites; 

(c) The necessity for the frequency, duration and level of noise, having regard to the best practicable 

options, the nature of productive rural activities in the rural areas, and other land use activities 

within the locality; 

(d) That the proposed noise levels will not adversely affect the health and safety of any person; and 

(e) Any recommendations from a suitably qualified person(s). 

3.4.8.7 Traffic generation 

(a) Any adverse effects in terms of noise and vibration from vehicles entering or leaving the site or 

adjoining road, which is incompatible with the noise levels acceptable in the area; 

(b) Levels of traffic congestion or reduction in levels of traffic safety which are inconsistent with the 

classification of the adjoining road; 

(c) Any cumulative effect of traffic generation from the activity in conjunction with the traffic 

generation from other activities in the area; and 

(d) The ability to mitigate any adverse effects of the additional traffic generation such as through 

the location and design of vehicle crossings, parking and loading areas or the provision of 

screening. 

3.4.8.9 Earthworks 

(a) The visual impact on the immediate vicinity and on any areas of landscape value; 

(b) The effects of sediment and stormwater runoff on stream systems, habitats and adjacent 

properties; 

(c) The effects of ground water quality and quantities, including leachate; 

(d) The effects on amenity values; 

(e) The ability to mitigate any adverse environmental effects, including site and vegetation 

restoration, landscape treatment and planting, and engineering measures; 

(f) The removal of material by wind, and any off-site effects; 

(g) Any activities which will enhance the use of the site; 

(h) Any effects on significant indigenous biodiversity and habitats of significant fauna; and 

(i) Any potential effects on adjoining land uses, including infrastructure, major roads, and the rail 

network. 

7.4.6.1 Energy 

(a) Height, bulk and location of buildings and equipment; 

(b) Landscape treatment and screening; 

(c) Maintenance of natural character, landscape and amenity values; 

(d) Public safety; 



(e) Earthworks; 

(f) Noise; 

(g) Traffic effects; 

(h) Construction effects; 

(i) Cumulative impacts; 

(j) Ecological effects; 

(k) The degree to which a development facilitates or restricts diversity of energy production; 

(l) The significance of risks and effects when weighed against local, national, and global 

considerations; 

(m) The degree to which adverse effects on the environment are reversible; 

(n) Whether or not a generation facility needs to locate in proximity to the energy resource; 

(o) The extent to which offsetting measures or environmental compensation will successfully 

address any residual environmental effects that cannot otherwise be avoided, remedied or 

mitigated; 

(p) The extent to which the development enhances or otherwise affects local, regional, or national 

security of energy supply; and 

(q) Noise from wind turbines, assessed in accordance with NZS6808:2010 “Acoustics – Wind farm 

noise” 

13.5 Ecosystems and indigenous biodiversity 

1. The relevant matters stated for the consideration of any restricted discretionary activity. 

2. Whether the proposed activity would be inconsistent with the objectives and policies pertaining 

to ecosystems and indigenous biodiversity. 

3. The degree to which any adverse environmental effects on ecological systems are to be remedied 

or mitigated. 

4. The extent to which any ecological values will be maintained and enhanced. 

5. Whether the degree of non-compliance with any particular standard is minor, having regard to 

the purpose of that standard or whether it is unreasonable to require compliance with the 

standard in the circumstances. 

6. Whether there are special environmental considerations, including preservation of the natural 

character of the area, or the enhancement of the neighbourhood environment quality. 

7. Whether conditions can be imposed to avoid or mitigate any adverse environmental effects of 

the proposal resulting from the non-compliance with any standard. 

8. The outcome of any recommendations made by a relevant expert, based on the effects on the 

ecosystems, biodiversity, natural character or values. 

9. The outcome of any consultation undertaken with the Regional Council, the Department of 

Conservation, iwi or any other organisation, including any recommendations made by those 

parties. 

10. For wetland areas: 

(a) The extent to which there will be displacement of native vegetation. 

(b) Whether there will be contamination, sedimentation or enrichment of indigenous 

wetlands. 

(c) Whether the wetland is important to ecosystem integrity. 

(d) Whether the wetland area is the habitat for indigenous fauna. 



11. In considering biodiversity offsets the NZ Government Guidance on Good Practice Biodiversity 

Offsetting in New Zealand, August 2014 (or its successor) should be taken in to account. 

12. Any technical and operational constraints and route, site and method selection process. 

13. The benefits that the activity provides to the local community and beyond. 


