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 Summary Statement of Planning Evidence – Laila Alkamil 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 My full name is Laila Alkamil.  

1.2 This statement summarises my Evidence in Chief provided on 24 April 2026 and my 

Supplementary Statement of Evidence provided on 7 May 2026.  

2. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE 

2.1 My evidence was prepared to provide an assessment of the Application in light of the 

relevant provisions of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) and relevant 

planning and policy instruments, including the Hurunui District Plan (HDP), having 

regard to the evaluation undertaken by the Council officer Ms Kirby and the Applicant’s 

experts. 

2.2 The proposal seeks to establish and operate a 138 Megawatt-Peak (MWp) solar farm 

at 380 Waipara Flat Road, North Canterbury. Consent is sought for a term of 35 years. 

Overall, the Application is considered to be a discretionary activity under the provisions 

of the HDP. 

2.3 Specific areas of concern for submitters on the Application are those relating to 

landscape and visual effects, ground contamination, incompatible land uses in the rural 

environment, glint and glare, fire risk, ecological effects, noise and traffic effects.  

2.4 In my view, the Application finds support in the relevant planning documents, 

specifically the provisions under the National Policy Statement for Renewable 

Electricity Generation 2011 and the rural and energy chapters of the HDP.  

2.5 I consider that the proposed solar farm will provide benefits in the form of renewable 

electricity, which will enable communities and people to provide for their social, cultural, 

and economic wellbeing.  

2.6 Per the evidence of the Applicant’s landscape architect Mr Simon Cocker, while the 

proposed solar farm will have a more than minor effect on landscape values in the 

short term (while mitigation planting is established),1 these adverse effects are 

expected to reduce to less than minor. In my view, adverse effects overall can be 

appropriately avoided, remedied or mitigated to ensure adverse effects are minor or 

less than minor over the long-term. This is supported by the proposed consent 

 
1  Statement of Evidence of Simon Cocker dated 24 Apri, 2026 at [219]-[223]. 
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conditions attached to the Joint Witness Statement I prepared alongside Ms Kirby 

dated 8 May 2026.  

2.7 It is my view that there is no planning reason why resource consent cannot be granted 

for this application. 

I am happy to answer any questions. 

 

Thank you.  

Laila Alkamil 

Dated: 12 May 2026 

 

 


