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INTRODUCTION 

1. My name is Simon John Cocker. 

2. My qualifications and experience are as stated in my Evidence in Chief. 

3. The Site is situated within the “Plains” landscape type. The plains 

landscape type is described as being generally characterised by broad, 

very low angle coalescing outwash fans and associated low terraces of the 

major rivers extending south to include the plains on which Amberley and 

Rangiora are situated. 

4. These landforms are evident in the landscape around Waipara where, to 

the south of the Waipara township, Weka Creek converges with the 

Waipara River. These two watercourses have cut into the alluvial deposits 

to form a series of terraces, separated by terrace riser slopes – some 

subtle, but others more substantial being approximately 4 to 5m in 

height. 

5. The sequence of terrace and terrace risers lend a structure and legibility 

to the Site and its context when viewed from the opposite side of Weka 

Creek to the north. These landforms are particularly evident in conditions 

of low sun when shadows accentuate the risers. 

6. The landscape is lent a rectilinear structure by shelterbelts, these being 

widely spaced. Given the flatness of the landscape, and depending on the 

location of the viewer relative to these elements, views tend to be 

contained or interrupted by these vegetative features. 

7. To the north and north west, the contour continues to rise where the 

downlands, and Weka Pass, contain this edge of the plain. Within the 

plains landscape of large skies and distant views across a flat landscape, 

the attention tends to be drawn to this elevated terrain such as the Deans 

to the south west, or Mt Cass to the south east. 
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8. The Site and its landscape context is already modified from its natural 

state, characterised by productive agriculture, transmission 

infrastructure, and lifestyle properties. 

9. The area of panel coverage has been reduced from 64 ha (26% of the total 

site area) to 59.66 ha (24.6% of the total site area). 

10. The proposed solar farm will utilise a single axis tracking system and are 

now in a 1P x 28 format. When flat, the panels are 2.38m x 32.5m, with a 

central height of 1.9m. When at full tilt of 55 degrees, the maximum 

height of the panels will be 2.77m. 

11. Other key elements of the proposal are as follows: 

(a) The Project will require minimal vegetation removal and will retain 

some established shelter belts on the boundary of the Site; 

(b) The Project includes ecological enhancement planting on the 

terrace risers; 

(c) The Project will retain agricultural production and land-uses 

between the solar panel rows; 

(d) The Project will require minimal earthworks and re-contouring; 

(e) Agricultural production will be maintained, with grazing afforded 

beneath the panels; 

(f) Any effects of the Proposal are reversible so that when the solar 

farm is decommissioned, the Site will be reinstated to its current 

condition; 

(g) Solar arrays set back a minimum of 10m along its SH7 frontage, and 

separated from the highway by an exotic shelterbelt screen that will 



3 

385576 
3455-1029-5115-V2 

be maintained at a height of 5m. I note that these roadside 

shelterbelt plantings can be established as a permitted activity; and 

(h) The proposed landscape mitigation planting —comprises boundary 

screen planting, internal screen planting along terrace risers, and 

native revegetation of terrace risers — and these will, over time, 

screen, soften, and fragment views of the solar arrays. 

12. I am advised that, after year 1 of commissioning of the solar farm, water 

for irrigation will be available for use on the terrace slopes revegetation 

planting area during dry spells. It is intended that the revegetation 

planting on the terrace slopes be staged, with the first stage being 

undertaken in year 2 following commissioning. At this time, irrigation for 

the terrace riser plantings will be available to assist initial establishment. 

13. I am of the opinion that a landscape and vegetation management plan 

should be required as a condition of consent that details site preparation, 

plant supply, implementation and ongoing management (including 

monitoring), of these plantings. 

14. The principal visual audience includes users of SH7, and residential 

viewers on the western side of Glenmark Drive, and the western side of 

MacKenzies Road where residences occupy a terrace riser and have the 

potential to obtain views to the west, north west or south west across the 

braided river to the Site. 

15. My assessment of the visual effects had been modified since my initial 

report, informed by site visits to representative viewpoints, and by 

submissions. 

16. Whilst this has not changed my opinion on the extent of the visual 

catchment or the potentially affected individuals to any great extent, it 
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has enabled a more detailed understanding of the relationship between 

the Site and the surrounding visual catchment. 

17. This has included the Weka Pass Railway and a visual simulations from a 

representative vantage point is attached to my evidence. 

18. It is my opinion that the proposed solar farm will have moderate adverse 

effects on landscape character over the short-term (0 – 5 years) 

diminishing to low to moderate. 

19. I consider that the visual effects experienced by the occupants of two 

dwellings located on MacKenzies Road to the east of the Site will be high, 

and moderate to high for the occupants of one dwelling, diminishing to 

low as the mitigation planting becomes established. 

20. The visual effects experienced by the occupants of one dwelling located 

on MacKenzies Road to the east of the Site will be moderate to high, 

diminishing to low to moderate as the mitigation planting becomes 

established.  

21. The visual effects experienced by the occupants of one dwelling located 

on Glenmark Drive to the east of the Site will be moderate, diminishing 

to low as the mitigation planting becomes established. The visual effects 

experienced by users of SH7 will be moderate initially, diminishing to very 

low as the mitigation planting becomes established. 

22. The visual effects experienced by passengers on the Weka Pass Railway 

will be moderate initially, diminishing to very low to moderate as the 

mitigation planting becomes established. 

Simon Cocker 

Dated 12 May 2026 


