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Alpine Pacific Triangle, A Personal Road Trip

words and images supplied by Councillor Tom Davies, HDC West Ward

I am immensely proud of our beautiful Hurunui. We live in such a stunning area with amazing
countryside. Sometimes we miss the delights right on our doorstep and there can be few
greater road trips than the Inland Road and the Pacific Triangle.

Let us begin our journey at The Red Post, Culverden on SH7, reminding ourselves that Mouse

Point is at the heart of our region and is immensely important for our electricity and agricultural water

supplies. Rotherham is our first stop, starting with sweetcorn from Rotherham School, a great fundraiser and

source of wonderful corn. Cob Cottage, ancient stock yards, redundant railway yards are the historical setting

of the huge and important agricultural region that surround us. !

Over one of the longest one lane bridges in the area, with mid river electric pylons missing perpendiculars ?ut
functioning, we arrive at Waiau offering coffee and warm pies at Brenda's, beer at the Tavern and a beautiful, |
old school village green, providing a taste of times when living was slower and less complicated.

Bubbling rivers, escarpments, bluffs, trees and wildlife, frame this beautiful drive with a surprise around every
corner. The ancient glacier, weather, and river erosion moulding the landscape into a unique and special l
environment. Hairpin bends, long straights, single lane bridges, sharp rises and falls and challenging driving

add to the adventure of our trip.

Autumn harvests of plums and apples on the roadside offer foraged and healthy snacks. And before we know F
it, one of New Zealand’s hidden gems, our very own Rodin Cars. Nestled discretely in the Wandle Downs, H
a testing track metres from our journey, (and occasionally you can
be alongside a car, faster than most, screaming around the track)
and a world class testing and manufacturing facility preducing the
worlds best high-tech performance cars. And who might be behind
the helmet... let the imagination run riot. Alpine Mt Lyford offering
wonderful skiing and secluded weekends passes by next.

Valleys, rivers, hairpin bends, all under big blue skies add to the
challenge of driving smartly and efficiently on our journey. Arriving at
SH1we can add the coastal delights to our adventure. Rocks, huge
swells, golf courses, seals and small fishing boats add to the spectacle.

Traversing the rolling and dramatic Hundalees makes for beautiful
driving as we head south. Spectacular views, inland Hurunui, sharp
hills, coastal beauty and to the north the majestic snow topped
Kaikoura's, all make this drive such an experience. Huge blue skies,
whisper clouds and an infinite number of green flora and fauna add
to our exhilaration and enjoyment.

Cutvwrsien ANIAC War Memarial

Cheviot offers us so much and makes for a great pit stop before taking
a side trip to the wide-open beaches of Gore Bay with its backdrop

of cliffs. Not forgetting Tawanui Farm with its jet boating for those
looking for water activities.

¢

As wine o'clock approaches, we can choose from many excellent
wineries and restaurants at Waipara. Had we arrived earlier we
could have biked around the vineyards and enjoyed luxurious wine
tastings. Of course, it goes without saying, | am a sober driver.

Thg Island Hills Station and the Weka Pass Railway are worthy of
their own articles but are gems not to be missed.

L.cst I.eg home and the choices still abound with a stop atthe
historic Hurunui Hotel, then back to where we started with a
wander around Culverden, a remarkable rural service town offering

so much under the magnificent Anzac Memorial and boasting
rejuvenation from irrigation, al

Getin your cars, on your bikes or motorbikes and
our terroir, our friends and neighbours and hospil
need to travel far to savour our unique local de
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Stuart Smith MP shares his thoughts...

Rural Confidence is Great to See

It was fantastic to see a great crowd and more trade displays than vsual at
the recent Amuri A&P Show. It was a hot day with temperatures in the 30s at
an iconic showground, whose forebears had clearly invested time and effort to
develop years ago.

This rich history of communities coming together and volunteering, participating,

competing, judging, sponsoring and celebrating all things rural is more than an

annual tradition. It is a cornerstone of generations of rural families where skills, stories, experiences and goods
are traded.

Now in its 110th year, the Amuri Show echoed the general feeling of confidence | encountered in conversations
at the recent Kaikoura A&P Show as well. After some tough years, it is certainly great to see that confidence
return and increase.

One in every four jobs in New Zealand is linked to trade, and with exports rising to $29.2 billion for the
December quarter, our rural sector is hitting its stride. The highest performers were dairy (up 10%), tourism (up
9.4%) and meat (up 21.4%) for the December quarter and I'm looking forward to seeing this growth continue.

We know that our farmers and growers are recognised internationally for their quality, reliability and
innovation. Behind the community celebration though, is a story where Hurunui and North Canterbury
exporters are winning in highly competitive global markets and there is no doubt about it — when rural
communities thrive, our whole country benefits.

The next A&P Show on my calendar is the Hawarden Show, now in its 120th year, and features crowd
favourites such as the best scarecrow, heaviest pumpkin, young grower of the year and even the barkiest dog!
Unfortunately, | missed the recent Cheviot Show as | was invited to speak at an event in New Delhi on the
Future of Trade in the Indo Pacific. Our A&P Shows are strong foundations for trade and so much more. Full
credit to all the organisers and volunteers — we greatly appreciate your efforts.

Choose a venue
that celebrates your
loved one’s life

Whether you decide to hold the funeral
service in a church or a place with special
significance to your loved one, our team
can help you choose the perfect location
from a wide variety of North Canterbury
and Christchurch Venues including the
‘Harewood Chapel’, Wilkinsons Road.

Visit our website to find out more.

JOHN RHIND

KAIAPOI 03327 7499 FUNERAL DIRECTORS

johnrhind.co.nz/kaiapoi




Party af Greystone Wines

by Lauren Cambray

End of Harvest
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In the winery, our winemakers turn that story into something you can taste, guiding each wine with a deep
respect for place, letting the season speak while gently shaping what it becomes.

Each year, it feels important to pause and mark what the season has given us, something well worth raising

For a few vibrant weeks each yedr,

a glass to.

On the evening of Friday 1 May, we invite you to join us for our End of Harvest Party at Greystone Wines; a
celebration that belongs as much to the community as it does to us. This is a night to honour the many hands
and minds behind the vintage from vineyard to cellar, and most importantly, you, our Hurunui community, who
make this region one of New Zealand’s most exciting places to grow and craft wine.&ain us to celebrate the
people, the land, and the wines that define not only Greystoneg, but North Canterbury as our home.

At the heart of the evening is the food. Greystone chef Cameron Woodhouse joins forces with Josh Hunter of
Food by Fire for a live-fire feast thot feels entirely at home in the landscape. A whole Greystone-raised hogget
will slow-roast through the evening, accompanied by seasonal local sides.

As the sun sets behind the hills, a live local band will take the stage, filling the lawn with music, Later, Mr Ed
steps behind the decks to carry the night on, keeping the dance floor alive while we keep the fire stocked.

Return buses from Christchurch CBD and Amberley are included in your ticket, so the only thing left to organise
is who you're bringing!

Tickets are $68 per person and include the feast, transport, and an evening that will leave long living memories.
Rain or shine, the party goes ahead - so rug up, bring a blanket or a chair, and settle in.




A Day fo Remember af the

North Canterbury Wine & Food Festival

nd images supplied by Jon Holmes, Director of Event Goals
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= North Canterbury Wine & Food Festival each year when | get to step back for a faw
This year that moment came just after the festival train rolled into Waipara,

o step off the train with @
troduced rail transport t
f the Waipara Valley, an

There's @ moment at th

minutes and take it allin. _ ) |
sense of excitement and anticipation was pretty speciq|

o the festival, bringing guests from Christchurch and
d it instantly felt like something that belonged.

Watching hundreds of peopl
|t was the first time we had in

Rangiora directly into the heart © :
sne of the joys of this event is seeing people arrive ready to relax and enjoy the region. The train helped creats

that feeling before people had even reached the gates. It also showed houf transport can be part of the
solution w.*;en it comes to making events more sustainable and safer, particularly for food and wine festivals
where people want to enjoy themselves without worrying about the drive home.

Once the gates opened, Glenmark Domain quickly filled with the sounds and flavours that make this festival
sa special. Wineries from across North Canterbury were pouring their latest releases, food vendors were busy
_:.e!'k.mg up incredible dishes, and live music drifted through the oak trees as people found a patch of grass to

settie in for the afterncon.
+ about this festival is how it brings together so many parts of our community.
| come together to celebrate what makes this

ight when it comes to food and wine,

One of the things | love mos
Winemnakers, growers, chefs, musicians, volunteers and visitors al
region unigue. The Waipara Valley really does punch well above its we
and the festival is a chance to showcase that to thousands of people in one day.

There were some fun moments along the way too. The Qantas Bangkok flights activation, our newly imagined

Jazz Stage and some increased theming and branding throughout the event,

Events like this take a huge amount of effort behind the scenes. From the wineries and food vendors to the
volunteers, sponsors and crew who help bring everything together, it's a real team effort.

By the end of the day, as the last glasses were pocked away and the sun began to drop behind the hills, it felt
like another great chapter for the North Canter bury Wine & Food Festival. And if the reaction to the train is
anything to go by, we may have started a new tradition as well.
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