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Liz Atkins

From: Jacqueline Kelsey
Sent: Thursday, 21 May 2026 11:03 am
To: Liz Atkins
Subject: Re: Speaking Notes as Requestex

Good Morning Liz 
Speaking notes below.  Renewed thanks for all your work. 
Kind regards, 
Jacqueline Kelsey 
 
> In my wriƩen statement I gave the reasons why I consider the proposed site for the applicaƟon now before you is 
totally inappropriate. I concluded that submission by saying the proposal wouldn’t benefit Waipara, the wider 
community or the environment.   I’d like to start today where I leŌ off.  I’ll also give examples of the harm that has 
already been caused by this proposal. 
>  
> Waipara is a vibrant, rural community. 
> An arƟcle published in last month’s magazine, “The Hurunui” describes the most recent Food and Wine fesƟval to 
be held in Waipara.  In it the writer claims “the Waipara Valley really does punch well above its weight when it comes 
to food and wine”.  I agree.  Waipara punches above its weight in many ways.   The Food and Wine FesƟval aƩracts 
hundreds of visitors every year.  SomeƟmes they arrive by coach and this year's special “FesƟval Train” brought some 
of the visitors from Christchurch and Rangiora.  Some fesƟval goers prefer to stay overnight and enjoy a weekend in 
the country. 
>  
> Many Waipara residents provide accommodaƟon, others intend to, but have put on hold - for the last two and a 
half years - their development plans to meet the growing tourism industry and to supplement their income, oŌen 
from farming or other land based industry.  Why have we put our plans on hold?  Quite simply we fear that if an 
industrial solar plant dominates part of our Valley,  people would no longer wish to visit Waipara.  Certainly they 
would not want to come during the two years of construcƟon with its associated earth moving and noise. 
>  
> Presently, Waipara hosts tourists, both naƟonal and internaƟonal, throughout the year.  We are a perfect distance 
for those living in Christchurch to visit for a day or for a weekend in the country, and for vineyard tours, which are 
oŌen enjoyed by cruise ship travellers. People arrive in coaches, cars and camper vans and it is not unusual for some 
to fly in by helicopter.   
>  
> They all come for the beauty, for the food and the wine and to enjoy  
> the countryside.  Some vineyards cater for small parƟes, for weddings and for pre-wedding celebraƟons; others for 
travellers stopping en route before conƟnuing their journey along the “Alpine Scenic Route” to visit the hot springs at 
Hanmer.  Waipara provides fine dining, plaƩers and picnics; all within a rural seƫng of great beauty.  It provides a 
cycle trail and walks with superb distant vistas. 
> It is quesƟonable how many tourism businesss would survive this development. 
 
> Some people come to Waipara to experience the Weka Pass railway journey to Waikari.  Once a fortnight, the car 
park at Glenmark StaƟon is chockablock and there’s the buzz of excitement as people gather on the plaƞorm.  The 
Weka Pass Railway is run by railway enthusiasts who fortnightly offer people a chance to experience the unique 
journey from Waipara to Waikari, through stunning countryside.  Some marvel at the views, others at the work that 
had been done to restore what was once the main rail line north.  What they will all share is an experience true to 
the 1950’s. From the Ɵcket Office to the guards and staƟon master, the enthusiasts stay true to period, creaƟng a 
special atmosphere. OŌen people come to Waipara to photograph the train and staƟon, and from Ɵme to Ɵme the 
staƟon and journey provide a locaƟon for filming.  Solar panels are not consistent with the 1950’s and those who run 
the railway have put in their own submission suggesƟng what the presence of them along the route would mean.  In 
their submission they say “the effect of this 181 hectare black blot on the landscape which is currently farm land and 
vineyards could put the future of the railway in jeopardy”. 
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>  
> Waipara “punches above it’s weight” in almost every way:  physically, the valley is outstandingly beauƟful; it has a 
microclimate, provided by the hills that are prone to turn myriad shades of purple, orange and red at dawn and at 
dusk.  This microclimate enables the growing of grapes, olives and truffles alongside tradiƟonal farming, all of which 
are made possible by a series of irrigaƟon dams, developed many decades ago largely by a Waipara resident, who 
was recently given an award for his services to irrigaƟon. 
>  
> Waipara generates income and contributes to the wider economy through all its varied acƟviƟes.  Truffles and wine 
are exported, along with the greatly prized NZ lamb, and you will find locally made honey, olive oil and preserves on 
the Amberley market or in a bouƟque.  Waipara has aƩracted a number of arƟsans.  As well as the wine and 
produce-makers already referred to, it is home to a range of arƟsts, who write, paint, take photographs or make 
beauƟful objects.  If arƟsƟc output is a measure of a healthy society, we are fit and well - but changing the area from 
rural to industrial would doubtless affect the arƟsans. 
>  
> A variety of people live here but work elsewhere; some have chosen to reƟre here.  It is oŌen the beauty of the 
area that has aƩracted them.  One resident has already leŌ as a consequence of the threat to her home,  Mrs 
ChrisƟan had her house built in Glenmark Drive on the site she had chosen for the view.  Although she was 
occasionally homesick for England, she had lived in NZ for three decades and loved her house and her garden.  When 
she learned about the proposal to build a solar plant so close to her house, she was both upset and anxious.  She 
wasn’t “scared of the unknown”; she’d travelled widely and knew what large solar developments meant.  She was 
anxious because she’d bought her secƟon and had the house built so she could enjoy the outlook.  Being a sensible 
person, she had also planned for the future and explained to me that her home was also her investment; it was her 
“nest egg” should she need care in the future. When she recovered from a period of ill health, prompted I suspect, in 
part by anxiety, she made plans to return to England.  At the age of 80, one valued resident of Waipara, said goodbye 
to her beloved cats, sold most of her belongings and her home and moved to the UK.  Despite our support, she felt 
her future well being was threatened by the proposed development; she knew it would destroy the peace and 
ambience of her home and the garden she loved and she worried that it would devalue her property with which 
she’d aƩempted to make provision for the future. 
>  
> But sƟll, Waipara punches above its weight and we are a strong community.  During one wild fire incident, the 
community sprang into acƟon, individuals providing what they could and offering accommodaƟon to people and to 
and to animals.  My family accommodated a combinaƟon of ponies and alpacas - others provided temporary homes 
for chickens and pigs…We have a dedicated civil defence team who organised sustenance and beds in the 
Community Hall and kept people informed.   We have a wonderful a wonderful team of volunteer firefighters and a 
commiƩed Residents’ AssociaƟon. 
>  
> It is not uncommon for a meeƟng of the Residents’ AssociaƟon to end with the arrangement of a “working party”.  
Pot holes are dealt with; fallen trees cut up; fences repaired and planƟng done - all with good humour and pride in 
the place where we live and without payment or thanks.  We trust and accept that if the tennis club needs help or 
the scout leader reports an issue, it will be remedied and we note with admiraƟon that the damaged Glenmark 
Church was repaired rather than abandoned, even though the work was costly.  We are also immensely impressed at 
the “Greening of Waipara” group who are responsible for the reintroducƟon of naƟve plants to this pocket of 
Canterbury.  We are already seeing the return of naƟve birds.  Most of the Residents’ AssociaƟon oppose this 
applicaƟon and you have their wriƩen submission. 
>  
> I think I have jusƟfied my claim about Waipara.  It does indeed punch above its weight in its beauty, its sense of 
community annd its contribuƟon to the local and naƟonal economy.  Its commitment to maintain and enhance this 
beauƟful valley is long standing.  Many of us feel strongly that we cannot allow this proposal to become reality. 
>  
> I adhere to what I wrote: this proposal would not help Waipara and has the potenƟal to damage what has been - 
and is being - developed here.  It has already had an impact, with some businesses having halted their plans unƟl the 
outcome of this hearing is known.  One resident has already leŌ and it is unlikely that any of the exisƟng tourist 
businesses would survive the construcƟon period, with its associated noise and dust.  Industrial development is not 
what people come to Waipara for.   
>  
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> This is no way to sustain a community.  And we are a community.  I urge you to read another item from April’s 
Hurunui magazine.  This one concerns the end of harvest party held annually by Greystone Wines.  For now, I’ll offer 
you two quotes from the arƟcle:   
> “….we invite you to join us for our End of Harvest Party”……”a celebraƟon that belongs as much to the community 
as it does to us” 
> And     “join us to celebrate the people, the land and the minds that define not only Greystone but North 
Canterbury as our home”. 
>  
> As we move forward as a society as a whole, we must become increasingly self sufficient - we cannot rely on 
money spent by a work force during two years of construcƟon. 
>  
> I wrote that this development would not benefit the wider community.  Let me explain.  Many people who live in 
areas around Waikari and Hawarden, make a daily commute that takes them along State Highway 7.  Concerns about 
the increased probability of accidents on the nearly 4 km stretch of road adjacent to the development and around 
the entrance to the proposed site have already been raised.   
 
> I’d like to add another perspecƟve: the impact of the Alpine Pacific Scenic Route it forms part of and which is also 
featured in this small magazine. 
>  
> Having lived in a beauƟful part of the Lake District for many years, I did a similar commute and vividly remember 
the point on my homeward journey when the toils of the day were forgoƩen and my spirit was liŌed by the sight of 
the Penines..   
>  
> The beauty of nature has great capacity to enhance our lives.  Vines, in common with our deciduous trees, change 
their beauty from season to season, from abundant growth in spring when they fill the fields with lush green, 
through their fruit bearing months and autumnal shades, to winter, when their essence is revealed and they stand 
ready to renew the cycle.  Someone has compared them to solar panels.  I disagree.  Centuries of poets have been 
inspired by the beauty of Mother Nature.  Do not liken her to saw-tooth rows of silicone and steel. 
>  
> Economically, the wider community would not benefit.  I’ve spoken of the Weka Pass railway.  Fortnightly, it 
delivers up to 300 people, over two journeys, to Waikari where most passengers get off the train and wander down 
the slope into the township. Many buy ice-cream, snacks or coffee; some stop at the hotel.  If the train stops running 
or there’s a reducƟon in journeys, the businesses in Waikari would feel the impact.  At Matariki, the train makes a 
special night trip and stops at Waikari to allow Ɵme for a meal at the Hotel.  We learned the hard way to book our 
table and meal in advance as the hotel becomes full on these occasions. 
>  
> The postponement of business development in Waipara caused by the proposal will already have had an impact on 
the wider community.  The money that might have been spent building and furnishing more tourist accommodaƟon 
has not entered the economy. 
>  
> When one community does well, neighbouring communiƟes do well; when one suffers so do the communiƟes 
around them.  A piece wriƩen by our local MP, Stuart Smith, also in last month’s ediƟon  of “The Hurunui Magazine”, 
goes further.  Mr Smith wrote: 
>  
> “…when rural communiƟes thrive, our whole country benefits”. 
>  
> Mr Smith also revealed that the “rural sector is hiƫng its stride” in terms of trade, and that tourism was up 9.4%. 
> There are  economic, aestheƟc, social and health reasons why this  
> proposal would not benefit Waipara or th 
 
> In terms of the environment, we are now at a point where we must take seriously our responsibiliƟes for the future 
of the planet.  We are at a pivotal point in Ɵme and must make certain that what we do is well considered and 
thoughƞul. Mr Andrews’ claims this proposal was “thoughƞully conceived” and “carefully designed”,  I disagree and 
will return to this point.   
>  
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> I first want to point out that damage to the environment has already been done with the clearance of the 
Matgouri. Not only is this a serious loss but it has also caused considerable emoƟonal distress to the people who 
genuinely care about this land.   I note that the Resource Management Act includes provision for the impact on 
people to be considered.  There is plenty to consider with this proposal.  As the environmental reports have already 
been wriƩen and presented, I make a request that the impact of the destrucƟon of naƟve fauna be noted. 
>  
> From their statements, I am leŌ unsure whether it was Mr Kidner or Mr Andrew’s who discovered the assumed 
suitability of 380 Waipara Flat Road for a solar plant. Mr Andrews’ has us believe he had searched high and low for 
such a property, Mr Kidner that he approached Mr Andrews’ with the proposiƟon.  I would not be so keen to claim 
the idea as my own.  It is an appalling choice, as I’ve explained in my wriƩen submission. 
>  
> On the other hand, Mr Andrews has quite correctly put on record that there have been a number of iteraƟons of 
the plan.  Well, there needed to be!  The first plan we saw contained a number of errors.  It placed Waipara in 
Hawkes Bay and described a number of properƟes so inaccurately that their owners couldn’t recognise them.  You 
may think that these errors - and others like them - are trivial.  Let me tell you that when your plans for the future 
are threatened, together with your chosen life style; when you know your husband, who is in his eighƟes and suffers 
Ɵnnitus couldn’t tolerate the two years’ of building or the ongoing noise of panels moving and inverters cooling; 
when you suspect the heart aƩack that had him hospitalised may have been contributed to by this awful process and 
when you know the view from your windows, garden and drive would be altered from rural to industrial; when you 
know that the view from the outside table where you eat Sunday lunch whenever the weather is fine would no 
longer be of vineyard, hills and distant mountains, and when you know the birdsong you relish will be accompanied 
by noise - these things - and what they say about the developers maƩer.  And when you live in an area with a unique 
microclimate prone to wild fires in the summer and find the expert witness’ report on Fire was wriƩen for another 
site in the Noth Island, it maƩers.  And commissioners, can you imagine what it’s like to have the frustraƟon of this 
process for over two and a half years? 
>  
> And can you imagine how it feels now, 2 years later, to find that the plan is sƟll incomplete as we see from Nicola 
Kirby’s report and as we heard yesterday.  There is one very basic omission: where will they get the water they need? 
And how very foolish it is to select a property without water and so close to a community …and on an Alpine Pacific 
Scenic route…and so “flat” that we spent much of yesterday discussing the terraces. 
>  
> Perhaps we should not be surprised.  FNS were recently taken to task by the Wellington Environment Court for 
repeatedly failing to offer informaƟon requested;  the first solar plant they were responsible for suffered many 
delays, despite its small size.  Jacinda Ardern turned the first sod in 2021; FNS claimed it would be operaƟonal the 
following year.  It wasn’t…nor the next…2024?…no.  Finally, in 2025 it was made “operaƟonal” by Aquila Capital, who 
were financing FNS but have parted company.   Perhaps the fact that claims weren’t met should not have been 
surprising. Both of FNSolars directors were earlier given an official warning by the commerce commission for making 
false claims about solar.  In addiƟon, they had been the subject of a Fair Go programme, having leŌ business and 
individuals dismayed at the installaƟons they’d paid for. 
>  
> This is a serious moment in Ɵme and we need responsible people to act responsibly. 
>  
> I’ll end as I started: Waipara punches above its weight.   
>  
> While we are siƫng here, a large wind farm is already being developed in Waipara, on Mt Cass, and a landfill site, 
also on Mt Cass, is generaƟng power that they can’t use because of lack of connecƟon to the grid. 
>  
> Commissioners, you have an awesome task: to ensure  land is used responsibly.  I am strongly of the view that this 
proposal be rejected and our vibrant rural community be leŌ to flourish and conƟnue to develop it's land based 
economy. 




