
 

 

 

 

 

16 August 2024 
 
Far North Solar Farm Limited 
C/- Williamson Water and Land Advisory 
P O Box 314 
Kumeu 8041 
 
Attention: L Alkami 
 

 
Dear Laila,  
 
Resource consent application – Further information request 

 
Consent number: RC240028 
Applicant: Far North Solar Farm Limited 
Site address:  380 Waipara Flat Road, Waipara 
Proposed activity:  To establish and operate a solar farm 

 
SLR Consulting New Zealand Limited (SLR), who have been engaged to complete the peer review of the 

visual and landscape effects, have completed a visit to the site and surrounds. To assist with the peer review 

of the landscape assessment, and the findings reached, SLR require the following additional information to 

be supplied pursuant to section 92 of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA). In responding to the 

request, please reference the following numbering. 

Analysis 

1. A finalised landscape response to the Review of ITP Glint and Glare Assessment prepared by Velden 

Aviation Consulting Ltd which includes addressing the short term effects/measures while mitigation 

planting is yet to establish (such as to State Highway 7 (SH7), and any other roads or any identified 

properties). 

2. Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) analysis to a 2 kilometre distance from the development area to 

compare visibility of the development area at project completion with project visibility at mitigation 

planting establishment (to managed heights).  

3. Photomontages (from the viewpoints provided) illustrating the proposal at mitigation planting 

establishment (to managed heights) to confirm the extent to which the proposed planting may 

screen the development from the viewpoints modelled.   

Design 

4. Larger scale plans of the proposed development area (noting that the greens of the plant types are 

not clearly distinguished on the mitigation plan), that is as sections of the total site length, to 

illustrate more clearly the following: 



 

 

a. Panel array setbacks from top of banks and site boundaries; 

b. Height/extent of planting areas up banks (including clarification of if the planting will extend 

over the top of the banks); 

c. Extents of any trimmed down exotic boundary planting adjacent SH7; 

d. Extents of the two different native plant palettes; 

e. Extent of any exotic mitigation planting to the east aspect of the site; 

f. Any internal tree rows or other established vegetation to be retained; 

g. Inverter and other infrastructure locations; 

h. Annotated contours; 

i. Annotated setbacks required from overhead lines and gas pipe. 

5. Has the viability of trimming down existing shelterbelts adjacent SH7 been confirmed by an 

arborist? 

6. Has bank erosion (as evident opposite 73 Mackenzies Road) been considered with regards to 

establishing native planting? 

7. Has the local dry summer climate and soil types been factored in for the anticipated timeframes for 

establishing vegetation? Is watering proposed? 

8. Is there a design rationale informing the use of lower planting (native species of 3-4 metres) to the 

east/river side of the site, compared to the 4-5 metre planting proposed to the west adjacent to 

SH7?  

9. What is the light reflectance value (LRV) range and possible colours for the inverters or other 

infrastructure, particularly closer to site boundaries? 

 
Responding to this request: 
 
Within 15 working days from the receipt of this letter you must either: 
 

• provide the requested information; or 

• provide written confirmation that you cannot provide the requested information within the 
timeframe, but do intend to provide it; or 

• provide written confirmation that you do not agree to provide the requested information. 
 
If you cannot provide the requested information within this time frame, but do intend to provide it, then 
please provide:  
 

• written confirmation that you can provide it;  

• the likely date that you will be able to provide it by; and  

• any constraints that you may have on not being able to provide it within the set time frame.   
 



 

 

The Council will then set a revised time frame for the information to be provided. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding the above request or 
the further processing of the application. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Judith Batchelor 
Chief Strategy and Community Officer 
 
Mobile 027 255 1483 
Email judith.batchelor@hurunui.govt.nz 

 
 
 
  
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22 August 2024 
 
Far North Solar Farm Limited 
C/- Williamson Water and Land Advisory Limited 
P O Box 314 
Kumeu 8041 
 

Attention: L Alkami 
 

 
Dear Laila,  
 

Resource consent application – Further information request 
 

Consent number: RC240028 
Applicant: Far North Solar Farm Limited 
Site address:  380 Waipara Flat Road, Waipara 
Proposed activity:  To establish and operate a solar farm 

 
Thank you for letting the Council know today that you do intend to provide the information requested in our 
letter dated 16 August 2024, but that you will be unable to provide this within the 15 working day timeframe 
due to your landscape architect being away until early November 2024. 
 
Section 92A(2)(a) of the Resource Management Act 1991 requires that the Council set a reasonable time 
within which the applicant must provide the information; and tell the applicant in a written notice the date 
by which the applicant must provide the information.   
 
Therefore, the Council has set a revised date by which the information must be provided with the processing 
of your application to remain on hold until Monday the 4th of November 2024. If you have not provided the 
requested information by this date, then your application will continue to be processed and determined on 
the basis of the information that you have provided with the application.  
 
If you are concerned that you will not be able to provide the requested information within this timeframe, 
please contact me so that this date can be reviewed further if needed.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Judith Batchelor 
Chief Strategy and Community Officer 
 
Mobile 027 255 1483 
Email judith.batchelor@hurunui.govt.nz  

mailto:judith.batchelor@hurunui.govt.nz


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 November 2024 
 
Far North Solar Farm Limited 
C/- Williamson Water and Land Advisory Limited 
P O Box 314 
Kumeu 8041 
 
Attention: L Alkamil 

 
 

Dear Laila,  
 

Further information request – Timeframe extension 
 

Consent number: RC240028 
Applicant: Far North Solar Farm Limited 
Site address:  380 Waipara Flat Road, Waipara 
Proposed activity:  To establish and operate a solar farm 

 
Thank you for advising the Council that the further information requested on 16 August 2024 will not be able 
to be provided by the agreed date of 4 November 2024. I understand you have experienced further delays in 
relation to your landscape architect being on extended leave and due to the need to engage an arborist in 
relation to aspects of the response about tree trimming and maintenance. 
 
The revised date set for the return of the requested information is Monday 9 December 2024. The processing 
of your application will remain on hold until this date. If you have not provided the requested information by 
this date, then your application will continue to be processed and determined on the basis of the information 
that you have provided with the application.  
 
If you are concerned that you will not be able to provide the requested information within this timeframe, 
please contact me so that this date can be reviewed further if needed.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Nicola Kirby 
Team Leader Planning 
 
Mobile 027 4699095 
Email nicola.kirby@hurunui.govt.nz 

 

mailto:nicola.kirby@hurunui.govt.nz


 

 
 
6 December 2024 
 
Far North Solar Farm Limited 
c/ Williamson Water and Land Advisory Limited 
L Alkamil 
PO Box 314 
Kumeu 8041 
 
 
Dear Laila,  
 
Resource consent application – Application suspended by applicant 
 

Consent Number: RC240028 
Applicant: Far North Solar Farm Limited 
Site Address:  380 Waipara Flat Road, Waipara 
Proposed activity:  To establish and operate a solar farm 

 
Your request to suspend the processing of your application for a period of 20 working days under section 
91D of the Resource Management Act 1991 was received by the Council on 5 December 2024. 
 
This request means processing of the application will remain suspended until Friday 24 January 2025. 
 
Any time prior to this date you can request in writing for the suspension to end. If a request has not 
been received prior to Friday 24 January 2025, section 91F requires us to either return the application 
to you or continue to process the application. 
 
Returning the application means a decision will not be made to either grant or refuse consent. In this 
case if you still wished to advance your proposal you would need to lodge a new application with us, 
which would be considered as a new application. 

 
We will be in contact with you before that time to discuss your intentions. In the meantime, if you have 
any questions please contact me. 
 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
 

Nicola Kirby 
Team Leader Planning 
 
DDI 027 4699095  
Email nicola.kirby@hurunui.govt.nz  
 

 


