
 

 

 

5 June 2025 
 
Far North Solar Farm Limited 
c/ Williamson Water and Land Advisory Limited 
L Alkamil 
PO Box 314 
Kumeu 8041 

 
 

Dear Laila, 
 
Resource consent application – Further information request 

 
Consent number: RC240028 
Applicant: Far North Solar Farm Limited 
Site address:  380 Waipara Flat Road, Waipara 
Proposed activity:  To establish and operate a solar farm 

 
Having reviewed the application and the information provided, the Council requires the following additional 

information to be supplied pursuant to section 92 of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) in order 

to better understand your proposal, including its effects on the environment and the ways any adverse 

effects might be mitigated.  

1. The revised site layout shows the internal road running along the northern boundary of the site. 
Adjacent to the boundary are two wetlands identified in the ecologist report prepared by Ecological 
Solutions Limited. 

Rule 3.4.3.16(c) requires earthworks must not be undertaken within 50 metres of a wetland unless 
one of the listed exemptions apply. 

Can you please confirm a) whether earthworks will be occurring within 50 metres of the wetlands; 
then if so b) whether one of the exemptions apply and the proposed works are a permitted activity, 
or c) how the effects of the proposed works on the wetlands would be managed. 

Rule 3.4.3.16(c) 
Earthworks must not be carried out within 20 m of any river, 50 m of any wetland, or 100 m of any 
lake with the following exemptions: 

(i) Earthworks associated with water and soil conservation activities or if carried out under the 
authority of the Canterbury Regional Council or a resource consent; 

(ii) Earthworks carried out for reasons of public or personal safety; 
(iii) Maintenance of existing fence-lines, vehicle tracks, firebreaks, drains, ponds, dams or 

crossings, or utilities; 
(iv) Gravel extraction in accordance with Rule 3.4.3.19; 
(v) Tracks providing foot access or domestic gardens and amenity planting; and 
(vi) Earthworks resulting from the planting of riparian vegetation. 

 



2. Can you please provide a final version of the ecological report prepared for the application by 
Ecological Solutions Limited. 

3. Clearance of indigenous biodiversity (see area indicated by yellow circle in appendix A) was 
undertaken by the property owner in April 2024 without resource consent. Was the ecologist who 
prepared the ecological report made aware of the clearance undertaken and if so was this taken into 
consideration?  

4. Please confirm whether the proposed boundary and mitigation plantings are acceptable from a fire 
risk perspective. The correspondence with B. Irvine (FENZ Senior Advisor Risk Reduction for 
Canterbury District) it not clear on whether the species chosen are appropriate from this perspective. 

 
The processing of your application will remain on hold.  
 
Responding to this request: 
 
Within 15 working days from the receipt of this letter you must either: 
 

• provide the requested information; or 

• provide written confirmation that you cannot provide the requested information within the 
timeframe, but do intend to provide it; or 

• provide written confirmation that you do not agree to provide the requested information. 
 
If you cannot provide the requested information within this time frame, but do intend to provide it, then 
please provide:  
 

• written confirmation that you can provide it;  

• the likely date that you will be able to provide it by; and  

• any constraints that you may have on not being able to provide it within the set time frame.   
 
The Council will then set a revised time frame for the information to be provided. 
 
Restarting the processing of your application: 
 
The processing of your application will restart:  

• when all of the above requested information is received (if received within 15 working days 
from the date of this letter); or 

• from the revised date for the requested information to be provided, if you have provided 
written confirmation that you are unable; or 

• from the date that you have provided written confirmation that you do not agree to providing 
the requested information; or 

• 15 working days from the date of this letter (if you have not provided the requested information 
or written confirmation).   

 
Once the processing of the application restarts: 
If you have not provided the requested information, then your application will continue to be processed 
and determined on the basis of the information that you have provided with the application. The Council 
may decline the application on the basis of insufficient information. 
 
If you have provided all the requested information, then we will consider its adequacy and make a decision 
on whether your application requires notification or limited notification, or, whether any parties are 



considered adversely affected from whom you will need to obtain written approval in order for the proposal 
to be considered on a non-notified basis.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding the above request or 
the further processing of the application. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Nicola Kirby 
Team Leader Planning 
 
Mobile 027 4699095|Email nicola.kirby@hurunui.govt.nz 
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