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Attention: Nicola Kirby
nicola.kirby@hurunui.govt.nz

9 June 2025 WWLA0980

Dear Nicola

Resource Consent Application 380 Waipara Flat Road, Waipara (Resource Consent No.
240028) – Response to Further Information Request

This letter provides a response to your letter dated 5 June 2025 which requested further
information pursuant to section 92 of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA).  The requests
are presented in blue italics, followed by our responses.

1. The revised site layout shows the internal road running along the northern boundary of
the site. Adjacent to the boundary are two wetlands identified in the ecologist report
prepared by Ecological Solutions Limited.

Rule 3.4.3.16(c) requires earthworks must not be undertaken within 50 metres of a
wetland unless one of the listed exemptions apply. Can you please confirm a) whether
earthworks will be occurring within 50 metres of the wetlands; then if so b) whether one of
the exemptions apply and the proposed works are a permitted activity, or c) how the
effects of the proposed works on the wetlands would be managed.

Earthworks are proposed within 50 m of a natural inland wetland, for the purpose of constructing
the internal roads required for the solar farm. Consent is required for this under Rule 3.4.6(2) as a
discretionary activity.

All earthworks will be undertaken in accordance with an approved Erosion and Sediment Control
Plan (ESCP), which will be developed in line with best practice erosion and sediment control
measures as set out in the Environment Canterbury’s Erosion and Sediment Control Toolbox.
There will be no discharges of sediment-laden stormwater into any wetland in relation to the
proposed earthworks.

2. Can you please provide a final version of the ecological report prepared for the
application by Ecological Solutions Limited.

Please see the updated Ecological Assessment in Appendix A.

3. Clearance of indigenous biodiversity (see area indicated by yellow circle in appendix A)
was undertaken by the property owner in April 2024 without resource consent. Was the
ecologist who prepared the ecological report made aware of the clearance undertaken if
so, was this taken into consideration?

It is understood that the landowner cleared the area circa April 2024. This area has been seed-
drilled and farmed since then. The Applicant was not involved in any clearance of indigenous
biodiversity undertaken on the site.

The ecologist visited the site on 29 May 2024, so would have seen the site much as it is now,
including the natives on the slopes in that area. The landowner and Applicant aim to preserve and
enhance the native vegetation on the slopes within the site, with this area being marked as a
fenced area.
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4. Please confirm whether the proposed boundary and mitigation plantings are acceptable
from a fire risk perspective. The correspondence with B.Irvine (FENZ Senior Advisor Risk
Reduction for Canterbury District) is not clear on whether the species chosen are
appropriate from this perspective.

The Applicant discussed vegetation with FENZ and they strongly recommended against using
grasses and macrocarpa as screening and directed the Applicant to use their approved plant lists.
FENZ did not reject the selected trees and was satisfied the Applicant was aware of fire risk
issues with vegetation selection and management, including reducing the height and width of the
existing trees.

The landscape architect has specified a selection of suitable trees based on the location of the
project, noting that some neighbours have requested quick-growing species for screening
purposes.

FENZ has reviewed this information and subsequently provided approval for the plans (see the
email correspondence in Appendix B).

Conclusion

We trust that there is now sufficient information available for you to continue processing the
application.  Please do not hesitate to contact Laila Alkamil on 027 266 8405 if you require further
clarification of any aspects of this letter.

Yours sincerely,

Laila Alkamil
Senior Planner | 027 266 8405
Laila.Alkamil@wwla.kiwi | www.wwla.kiwi
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terraces and part of the boundary with Weka Creek as in Figure 2.  The terrace slope plantings 
are proposed to be a selection of native species.  The proposed screen planting contains 
mostly Japanese cedar (Cryptomeria japonica) and a section of native species and fencing is to 
be installed and improved along the stream boundary and vegetation areas to prevent stock 
incursion.  The road boundary, southern, north western and eastern boundaries of the site are 
proposed to have screen planting which would be maintained at 3 m in width and 4 m in height. 

The construction phase for the project is expected to last approximately 12 months.  It is 
proposed that while the solar farm is in operation, the land will be grazed by sheep to control 
pasture growth and when the project is decommissioned, the structures will be unscrewed and 
removed, piles, uplifted and wiring / cabling taken out and the site returned to farming use.
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Figure 1: Location of the proposed agrivoltaic  facility  at 380 Waipara Flat Road, Waipara . 
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Figure 2: Proposed agrivoltaic facility site design (FNSF, 24.04.2025). 
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Figure 3: Exotic pine shelterbelt with grazed pasture in the foreground.  

 
Figure 4: Matagouri shrubland on terrace slopes.  
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Figure 6: Vegetation  at the site.  
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Figure 8: Location of potential l izard habitat  and records near  the site.  





https://www.mainpower.co.nz/assets/documents/Annual-Report/annual-report-2021.pdf
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Figure 9: Location of bat surveys in relation to the FNSF site.  
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Figure 10: Wetlands and watercourses at the site .
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