
 

 

 

18 February 2025 
 
Far North Solar Farm Limited 
C/- Williamson Water and Land Advisory 
L Alkamil 
10/1 Putaki Drive 
Kumeu 
Auckland 

 
Dear Laila,  
 
Resource consent application – Further information request 

 
Consent number: RC240028 
Applicant: Far North Solar Farm 
Site address:  380 Waipara Flat Road, Waipara 
Proposed activity:  To establish and operate a solar farm 

 
Thank you for providing information in response to the further information request dated 16 August 2025. 

I have undertaken an initial review of the information provided and I have questions/ clarifications as set 

out below given the layout and specification amendments that have been made. 

Please note my questions/clarifications below do not include a response in relation to the landscape and 

visual effects. This information is being peer reviewed by Ms Annan from SLR Consulting.  

1. The amended plans and accompanying information show changes made in relation to firefighting 
provision based on feedback from the applicant’s Greytown solar farm work with FENZ. The response 
received 24 January 2025 outlines the changes made. 

Can you please confirm whether there has there been any direct communication with any FENZ 
representatives in development of the amendments, and in particular, any communication with a 
representative from FENZ North Canterbury? Please provide any confirmation or correspondence 
from FENZ of the acceptability of the layout proposed. 

2. Provide updated information on the panel specifications and the parameters of the proposal that 
may have changed such as the following: 

a. Updated PV system details; 

b. Updated earthworks requirements/ volumes; 

c. The number of tracker motors;  

d. Are there any changes to how the modules will be mounted, and the number of piles 
required?  

e. Provide a diagram of the new module format; 

f. Construction period; and 

g. Anticipated vehicle movements. 



I note some of this information is included in the updated landscape and visual assessment but I 
would like this provided separately to provide confirmation and a clear understanding of the correct 
details. 

3. It is unclear what implications the amendments may have on other aspects of the proposal such as 
noise, earthworks and highly productive land and the expert reports already provided. 

To address this can the technical reports provided as part of the application details be updated to 
account for the proposed amendments.  

4. With regard to glint and glare, you have noted the modelling remains the same and that a ten degree 
rest angle will be implemented to avoid all glint and glare. Can you please confirm: 

a. Whether the amended layout has been discussed with your glint and glare specialist and 
whether they have confirmed the previous modelling is still valid given the amended layout, 
including the change in the orientation of the panels. 

b. Whether the ten degree rest angle is for the life of the project or only until screening 
reaches maturity.  

5. The key on the plans identifies a blue line as ‘transmission line’. I note the three overhead lines are 
all different colours, and one appears to have the same legend markings as the security fence line. 
Previously all the different coloured transmission lines were identified on the key. For completeness 
and to avoid confusion, can these please be added back to the key.  
 

6. Previously a 10 metre wide strip was shown on the plan, running to the south of the Transpower 66kV 
overhead line, this appears to be missing from the amended plans. Please add this back on or provide 
an explanation if this is no longer required.  

 
The processing of your application remains on hold. 
 
Responding to this request: 
 
Within 15 working days from the receipt of this letter you must either: 
 

• provide the requested information; or 

• provide written confirmation that you cannot provide the requested information within the 
timeframe, but do intend to provide it; or 

• provide written confirmation that you do not agree to provide the requested information. 
 
If you cannot provide the requested information within this time frame, but do intend to provide it, then 
please provide:  
 

• written confirmation that you can provide it;  

• the likely date that you will be able to provide it by; and  

• any constraints that you may have on not being able to provide it within the set time frame.   
 
The Council will then set a revised time frame for the information to be provided. 
 
Restarting the processing of your application: 
 
The processing of your application will restart:  

• when all of the above requested information is received (if received within 15 working days 
from the date of this letter); or 



• from the revised date for the requested information to be provided, if you have provided 
written confirmation that you are unable; or 

• from the date that you have provided written confirmation that you do not agree to providing 
the requested information; or 

• 15 working days from the date of this letter (if you have not provided the requested information 
or written confirmation).   

 
Once the processing of the application restarts: 
If you have not provided the requested information, then your application will continue to be processed 
and determined on the basis of the information that you have provided with the application. The Council 
may decline the application on the basis of insufficient information. 
 
If you have provided all the requested information, then we will consider its adequacy and make a decision 
on whether your application requires notification or limited notification, or, whether any parties are 
considered adversely affected from whom you will need to obtain written approval in order for the proposal 
to be considered on a non-notified basis.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding the above request or 
the further processing of the application. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Nicola Kirby 
Team Leader Planning 
 
Mobile 027 4699095 
Email nicola.kirby@hurunui.govt.nz 

 
 
 
  
 

 


