
Sue McGaw 15-01-2026
Weka Stream health, drying up eels, visits etc

Brief summary:

1-12-2025 Sue McGaw walked with E Kelsey on the Weka stream running through her property. We found the pools 
were drying up, and there was a distinct smell of rotting fish. 
 I contacted Makarini Rupene at ECAN. Makarini and his colleague Anna visited the site on 12 -12 2026

12-12-2025 Makarini observed: 
That the strong briny smell was still present

 That there did appear to be evidence of eels having been present
Makarini couldn't find any eels at this location or several other damp locations and muddy bank overhangs.
In the stretch of stream we looked at Makarini concluded that there was no immediate rescue mission to be 
had.
He was saddened by the state of the stream, particularly low flows. 

Images Below:
1-12-25 Sue and Elizabeth Kelsey visit – strong smell of rotting fish, 
Image 1 Weka stream drying up, Image 2 swirls from aquatic species burrowing in the drying pools

16-12 -2025 Visit by Makarini Rupene and Anna Veltman same location 16 days later.

Image 3 Same pool almost dried up. 16-12-25         
Image 4 Weka Stream flows about 2 km up stream at Antills,  on 6-1-26, substantially more flow but this would be 
seriously affected by new wells in the area.


