
Kaikōura, Hurunui, Ashburton, Timaru, Mackenzie,
Waimate & Waitaki + Banks Peninsula and remainder of

Waimakariri and Selwyn (Excl Urban). Also reliant on the
creation of a large urban unitary based on the greater
Christchurch model. It would represent an extremely

powerful rural voice nationally but would require
complex design to ensure community voice was heard.

Without a Head Start proposal, the Government will
‘reorganise’ councils through a compulsory process,

  with less local control over what the structure looks like.

Waimakariri, Hurunui & Kaikōura. It’s a
cohesive geographical space with
shared history. Not reliant on a greater
Christchurch model, but on population
basis, the southern end of the region
would be dominant.

Rank your preferred option for a new Unitary Authority -  Survey closes Wednesday 22 July

To help our decision making, we’d like you to choose whether we start down the Head Start or Backstop pathways.
Please tick the pathway that you think Hurunui District Council should take.

Head Start 
Allows councils to work together and propose their own
reorganisation, with agreed changes likely to take effect
from the 2028 local government elections. Head Start is
Hurunui District Council’s preferred pathway. 

Ashburton, Kaikōura & Hurunui + Banks
Peninsula and approx remainder of

Waimakariri and  & Selwyn (Excl Urban).
Reliant on the creation of a large urban unitary

authority based on the greater Christchurch model.
This makeup however is not a given, as it

would require agreement for both Selwyn and
Waimakariri to cede territory to Christchurch City.

 Marlborough, Kaikōura & Hurunui. 
Viable on scale,and has the benefit

of partnering with an already
established Unitary Authority but

does not provide the continuity of
shared history as well as the

Canterbury options do. This model
also crosses a takiwā boundary

and as such is unlikely to find
favour with Ngāi Tahu.

Westland, Grey, Buller & Hurunui.
This is a less favourable option
based on the financial numbers,
however it would result in a
balance of voices around the table
based on population. 

North
Canterbury

North / Central
Canterbury

Rural
Canterbury

North-East
South Island

West-Central
South Island

If you ticked Head Start above, please rank from 1 to 5 which option you’d prefer Hurunui District Council to put forward as part
of a Head Start proposal. Simply write 1 to 5 in the boxes below, 1 being most preferred and 5 being your least preferred option.

Simplifying Local Government

Backstop

Please return your survey to Council Offices
in Amberley by Wednesday 22 July. This can
be in person or by mail. If you would like to
complete this survey online, or for more
details please visit hurunui.govt.nz/simplify

YOU CAN ALSO COMPLETE
THE SURVEY ONLINE

BOUNDARIES ARE
APPROXIMATE



Your Name / Organisation*:____________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________ Phone:___________________________
Please note: Your name and one contact method is  required as part of your submission — it also means
we can keep you updated throughout the project.  If requested, submissions, names and contact details
are made available to the public, as required by the Local Government Official Information and Meetings
Act 1987. View the Hurunui District Council’s Privacy Statement at hurunui.govt.nz/privacy-policy

Please tick this box if you would like your contact details to be confidential  

Reply Post Number 108337

Simplifying Local Government 
Hurunui District Council 
PO BOX 13
Amberley 7441

1.PLEASE FOLD THE BOTTOM SECTION OF 
       THIS PAGE UP UNDER THE MIDDLE THIRD

2.THEN FOLD THE TOP SECTION OVER
        THE BOTTOM THIRD

3.SECURE THE EDGES WITH CELLOTAPE
      AND RETURN FREE VIA REPLY POST

REPLY POST
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	North Canterbury
	Please return your survey to Council Offices in Amberley by Wednesday 22 July. This can be in person or by mail. If you would like to complete this survey online, or for more details please visit hurunui.govt.nz/simplify

	North-East South Island
	Waimakariri, Hurunui & Kaikōura. It’s a cohesive geographical space with shared history. Not reliant on a greater Christchurch model, but on population basis, the southern end of the region would be dominant.
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	West-Central South Island
	Westland, Grey, Buller & Hurunui. This is a less favourable option based on the financial numbers, however it would result in a balance of voices around the table based on population.
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	North / Central Canterbury
	Ashburton, Kaikōura & Hurunui + Banks Peninsula and approx remainder of Waimakariri and  & Selwyn (Excl Urban). Reliant on the creation of a large urban unitary authority based on the greater Christchurch model. This makeup however is not a given, as it would require agreement for both Selwyn and Waimakariri to cede territory to Christchurch City.

	Rural Canterbury
	Kaikōura, Hurunui, Ashburton, Timaru, Mackenzie, Waimate & Waitaki + Banks Peninsula and remainder of Waimakariri and Selwyn (Excl Urban). Also reliant on the creation of a large urban unitary based on the greater Christchurch model. It would represent an extremely powerful rural voice nationally but would require complex design to ensure community voice was heard.



