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WHAT IS THE PUBLIC PLACES BYLAW?

The Public Places Bylaw contains rules about managing activities in public places. These rules are in
place to protect the public from nuisance and to help maintain public health and safety. 

A public place is any land that is controlled by the Hurunui District Council (excluding reserves) and
includes roads, footpaths, the grass verge adjacent to the road and public areas where the public
have right of access (whether by paying a fee or not).
 
The Public Places Bylaw 2026 has sections related to:

Commercial activities in a public place that are permitted (no licence required) such as, in
certain circumstances, busking and charitable fundraising. 
Commercial activities in a public place that require a licence, such as having a stall, a mobile or
travelling shop or using the footpath for on-street dining adjacent to a café / restaurant. 
Signs related to businesses. 
Roadside fencing and roadside grazing. 

This document contains information to help applicants who are required to work within the Public
Places Bylaw 2026. 

COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES

A commercial activity may be carried out in a public place if it is permitted under the Public Places
Bylaw 2026 or you hold a Commercial Activity Licence. 

PERMITTED COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES (NO LICENCE REQUIRED) 

The Permitted Commercial Activities under the bylaw include (if certain conditions described
further below are met):

School / sporting / charitable fundraising.
Busking / street performing.
Placing a table / rack outside a shop to display goods. 
A commercial activity undertaken in Council-owned facilities (that is not located on reserve
land) which has been approved in writing by the Council. 



SCHOOL / SPORTING /
CHARITABLE FUNDRAISING: 
 
The Council enables fundraising by
schools / sporting / charitable
organisations for up to 3 x days per
year. For this to happen in a safe and
considerate way the following
conditions apply: 

The stall holder does not use
amplified speakers; does not
impede access (2m of
unobstructed pedestrian right of
way to be maintained); does not
create a nuisance and must
remove all equipment and
rubbish at the end of the day.
The Council Officer can give any
other instructions that are
appropriate for the maintenance
of safety and amenity in the
public place.
The Council Officer can allow, on
a case-by-case basis, fundraising
stalls for longer than 3 x days per
year. 



BUSKING / STREET PERFORMING:
 
The Council enables busking / street
performing of a temporary nature. For
this to happen in a safe and
considerate way the following
conditions apply:

The busker / street performer
needs to obtain permission of the
shop / premises they wish to set
up outside of.
The busker / street performer
does not use amplified speakers;
does not impede access (2m of
unobstructed pedestrian right of
way to be maintained); does not
create a nuisance and must
remove all equipment and
rubbish following a performance. 
The Council Officer can give any
other instructions that are
appropriate for the maintenance
of safety and amenity in the
public place. 



 

PLACING A TABLE / RACK
OUTSIDE A SHOP TO DISPLAY
GOODS: 
 

The Council enables shops /
businesses to place a table, rack (e.g.:
clothes rack) or similar device outside
a shop / business to display goods.
For this to happen in a safe and
considerate way the following
conditions apply:

The table / rack is located
adjacent to the shop / business. 
The goods being displayed on the
table / rack are related to the
shop / business.
The table / rack must be removed
when the shop / business is
closed. 
The placement of the table / rack
does not impede access (2m of
unobstructed pedestrian right of
way to be maintained).
The Council Officer can give any
other instructions that are
appropriate for the maintenance
of safety and amenity in the
public place. 



OUR CORE VALUESCOMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES IN COUNCIL-OWNED FACILITIES            
(NOT ON RESERVES) 

The Council wishes to enable the use of its facilities in public places (that are not on reserves) for
activities that are philanthropic-focused rather than commercially-focused without requiring a
Commercial Activity Licence. This may include activities for fundraising purposes or of a philanthropic
nature. 
An assessment of whether such an activity is permitted in a public place can be considered on a
case-by-case basis by the Council Officer. If the Council Officer determines it is not permitted, then a
Commercial Activity Licence application will be required. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The Public Places Bylaw 2026 does not apply to reserves. Most of the Council’s community
facilities are located on reserves, therefore the Public Places Bylaw 2026 is not applicable. 
Please contact the Council’s Customer Services Team if you have any enquiries related to the use
of Council’s community facilities that are located on reserves.

COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES THAT REQUIRE A LICENCE

A Commercial Activity Licence is required if you want to undertake a commercial activity in a public
place that is not otherwise permitted. This may include:

Selling, offering, displaying or advertising goods or services from a stall. 
Selling, offering, displaying or advertising goods or services from a mobile or travelling shop.
Hiring out recreational or transport devices such as bicycles, scooters or similar devices. 
On-street dining adjacent to a café / restaurant. 

When considering Commercial Activity Licence applications, the Council Officer will consider whether
standards of public safety, amenity, convenience and civic value will be maintained. Specific Council
policies in relation to mobile or travelling shops and on-street dining is detailed below. 



MOBILE OR TRAVELLING SHOPS 

A mobile or travelling shop is a vehicle from which goods or services are offered / available for sale.
If you want to undertake this activity on a road or a public place then a Commercial Activity Licence
is required. 
The following rules apply to Commercial Activity Licence applications for mobile or travelling shops.  

LOCATION OF MOBILE OR TRAVELLING SHOPS:  

A mobile or travelling shop may not be located within 400m of any shop or any commercial
activity (e.g.: stall / mobile or travelling shop) that has been approved under the Public Places
Bylaw 2026. 
A mobile or travelling shop may not be located within the following areas:

            Amberley: Main Road (Carters Road) between Courage Road and Amberley Beach Road.
            Cheviot: Main Road (Hall Street) between Reeves Street and Cadman Street. 
            Culverden: Main Road (Mountain View Road) between Lyndon Street and Stock Road.
            Hanmer Springs: Main Road (Conical Hill Road and Amuri Avenue) between Caverhill Close    
            and Leamington Street, and the intersection of Jacks Pass Road, Jollies Pass Road and    
            Cheltenham Street.

The Council Officer has discretion to consider, on a case-by-case basis, an application for a
mobile or travelling shop to operate within the location restrictions listed above (this includes
consideration for one-off events). The Council Officer will: 

            Consider if the exception would be in keeping with the character of the area; and
            Consult with the relevant Community Board or Community Committee.

HOURS OF OPERATION OF MOBILE OR TRAVELLING SHOPS:

Commercial Activity Licences for mobile or travelling shops will be valid during daylight hours
only (half an hour after sunrise on one day and half an hour before sunset on the same day).
The Council Officer has discretion to consider, on a case-by-case basis, an application for a
mobile or travelling shop to operate beyond daylight hours.



ON-STREET DINING FOR CAFES / RESTAURANTS

On-street dining is the provision of seated dining located in a public place (e.g.: footpath) that is
operated in conjunction with an adjacent premises, such as a café / restaurant. On-street dining
may utilise tables, chairs, seating, display stands, planter boxes or similar equipment. 
The Council recognises that when on-street dining is operated in a safe and considerate way that it
can contribute to the vibrancy and vitality of an area. 

GUIDELINES FOR ON-STREET DINING FOR CAFES / RESTAURANTS:

The following guidelines will be used when assessing on-street dining applications: 

The Council’s preference is for on-street dining to be located immediately adjacent to the café
/ restaurant. Proposals for on-street dining to be separate but in close proximity to the café /
restaurant will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. 
That the on-street dining maintains public safety, does not create a nuisance and does not
detract from the visual and civic amenity of the area. 
That at all times there shall be a minimum of 2m of unobstructed pedestrian right of way
maintained to ensure public accessibility and safety. 
That the on-street dining does not interfere with the primary use of a footpath for pedestrian
access or a road for vehicular access.
That the on-street dining does not interfere with access or use of adjacent properties. 
That the on-street dining does not require any changes to the footpath, street furniture or
utilities or interfere with the footpath, street furniture or utilities.
That the on-street dining area is maintained in a clean and presentable manner.
That any tables / chairs / equipment are removed from the public place (e.g.: footpath) at the
end of the day’s trading. 
That the Council has the right (with appropriate notice) to require the on-street dining to: 

temporarily cease for physical works, a special event or other reason;
permanently cease if on-street dining is no longer feasible in that location (e.g.: significant increase
in pedestrian volumes at the location). 



SIGNS FOR SHOPS / BUSINESSES
The Public Places Bylaw 2026 allows for some
permitted signs for businesses, provided certain
conditions are met. These include sandwich board
signs, flatboards and signs attached to verandas.

SANDWICH BOARD SIGNS: 
Section 14 of the Public Places Bylaw 2026

Sandwich board signs are permitted as follows: 
1 x sandwich board sign per business
premises. 
Maximum size of sandwich board sign is
1000mm x 600mm. 
Business premises which have a road frontage
shall place the sandwich board sign
immediately outside the frontage of the
business premises: 

              If there is a grass verge – on the grass  
              verge. 
              If there is no grass verge – either directly 
              against the shop frontage, or at least 400-  
              500mm from the edge of the kerb.

Business premises which do not have a road
frontage may place the sandwich board sign
on the footpath nearest to the entrance of
the business. 
At all times there shall be a minimum of 2m of
unobstructed pedestrian right of way
maintained.
Sandwich board signs must not: 

              Obstruct access to a building.
              Be within 2m of a corner or intersection.
              Obstruct any taxi stand, bus stop or 
              loading zone.
              Be placed on any public garden. 

The sandwich board sign must be removed
from the footpath / public place when the
business is closed. 
The Council may permit the use of a
ladderboard if a sandwich board sign would
not meet the above criteria. 
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FLATBOARDS:
Section 15 of the Public Places Bylaw 2026

Flatboards are permitted as follows: 
Up to 3 x flatboards per business frontage can be fixed or leant against the building.
Maximum size of flatboard is 700mm x 450mm. 

SIGNS ATTACHED TO VERANDAS:
Section 16 of the Public Places Bylaw 2026 

Signs attached under a street veranda must: 
Be located at right angles to the face of
the building.
Be fixed to the underside of the veranda
so they do not swing from their supports.
Provide at least 2.5m of clearance from
the footpath below. 
Be at least 3m away from any adjacent
sign under a veranda.
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ROADSIDE GRAZING & FENCING 

The Public Places Bylaw 2026 allows for the fencing of the grass verge in the road reserve,
including for the purposes of grazing livestock, provided certain conditions are met. The following
rules are in place to maintain public safety. 

TEMPORARY FENCE

1m

REFLECTORS LIVE WIRE SIGN

ROADSIDE GRAZING & FENCING:

No temporary fence within 1m of the formed road edge.
Temporary fencing must be constructed with flexible plastic or frangible material.
A temporary fence may only be placed on one side of the road at a time. 
Safety reflectors that are clearly visible must be fitted.
If electrified, the fence must have “live wiring” warning signs and must be disconnected
during hours of darkness. 
Temporary fence must not be in place for longer than 30 days in a 3 month period. 
Livestock needs to be humanely tethered or confined within a temporary fence. 
No grazing during hours of darkness or within the urban boundary. 

GRAZING ON UNFORMED LEGAL ROADS:

Grazing on unformed legal roads must be in accordance with the Council’s Unformed Legal
Roads Policy. 



FIRES ON ROAD RESERVE 

The Public Places Bylaw 2026 prohibits fires on road reserve without written permission from the
Council. 

Generally, the Council discourages fires on road reserve. However, there may be some remote
parts of the roading network where this may be appropriate on a one-off basis. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

As the Road Controlling Authority, the power / responsibility to regulate fires on the road
reserve sits with the Council. 
Fire & Emergency NZ (FENZ) has the power / responsibility to set the requirement for a fire
season in a particular area. 
Operationally, if a request was received to light a fire on road reserve, the Council would seek
guidance from FENZ, as well as advise the applicant that they may also need a fire permit
from FENZ.


	OPERATIONAL POLICY & GUIDANCE
	For the Public Places Bylaw 2026

	WHAT IS THE PUBLIC PLACES BYLAW?
	COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES
	PERMITTED COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES (NO LICENCE REQUIRED)

	SCHOOL / SPORTING / CHARITABLE FUNDRAISING:
	BUSKING / STREET PERFORMING:
	PLACING A TABLE / RACK OUTSIDE A SHOP TO DISPLAY GOODS:
	OUR CORE VALUES
	COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES IN COUNCIL-OWNED FACILITIES             (NOT ON RESERVES)
	PLEASE NOTE:

	COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES THAT REQUIRE A LICENCE

	MOBILE OR TRAVELLING SHOPS
	LOCATION OF MOBILE OR TRAVELLING SHOPS:
	HOURS OF OPERATION OF MOBILE OR TRAVELLING SHOPS:

	ON-STREET DINING FOR CAFES / RESTAURANTS
	GUIDELINES FOR ON-STREET DINING FOR CAFES / RESTAURANTS:
	SIGNS FOR SHOPS / BUSINESSES The Public Places Bylaw 2026 allows for some permitted signs for businesses, provided certain conditions are met. These include sandwich board signs, flatboards and signs attached to verandas.
	SANDWICH BOARD SIGNS:  Section 14 of the Public Places Bylaw 2026

	Sandwich board signs are permitted as follows:
	1 x sandwich board sign per business premises.
	Maximum size of sandwich board sign is 1000mm x 600mm.
	Business premises which have a road frontage shall place the sandwich board sign immediately outside the frontage of the business premises:
	If there is a grass verge – on the grass                 verge.                If there is no grass verge – either directly                against the shop frontage, or at least 400-                 500mm from the edge of the kerb.
	Business premises which do not have a road frontage may place the sandwich board sign on the footpath nearest to the entrance of the business.
	At all times there shall be a minimum of 2m of unobstructed pedestrian right of way maintained.
	Sandwich board signs must not:
	Obstruct access to a building.               Be within 2m of a corner or intersection.
	Obstruct any taxi stand, bus stop or                loading zone.               Be placed on any public garden.
	The sandwich board sign must be removed from the footpath / public place when the business is closed.
	The Council may permit the use of a ladderboard if a sandwich board sign would not meet the above criteria.


	SHOP
	2m

	SHOP
	2m

	SHOP
	2m
	FLATBOARDS: Section 15 of the Public Places Bylaw 2026
	Flatboards are permitted as follows:
	Up to 3 x flatboards per business frontage can be fixed or leant against the building.
	Maximum size of flatboard is 700mm x 450mm.
	SIGNS ATTACHED TO VERANDAS: Section 16 of the Public Places Bylaw 2026

	Signs attached under a street veranda must:
	Be located at right angles to the face of the building.
	Be fixed to the underside of the veranda so they do not swing from their supports.
	Provide at least 2.5m of clearance from the footpath below.
	Be at least 3m away from any adjacent sign under a veranda.
	ROAD
	VERANDA



	SHOP
	SIGN
	FOOTPATH

	ROADSIDE GRAZING & FENCING
	REFLECTORS
	TEMPORARY FENCE
	1m

	LIVE WIRE SIGN
	ROADSIDE GRAZING & FENCING:
	GRAZING ON UNFORMED LEGAL ROADS:

	FIRES ON ROAD RESERVE
	PLEASE NOTE:


